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Holodomor Bill 
fast-tracked 
through Parliament 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ina sudden spirit of non-partisan- 
ship and goodwill that had been ab- 
sent during the early going of the 
bill’s journey Selkirk-Interlake Con- 
servative MP James Bezan’s Private 
Members Bill recognizing the 
Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33 as an 
act of genocide was fast-tracked 
through the House of Commons, 
May 27 

After the debate on Second Read- 
ing had concluded, and seven hours 
after his home province had passed 
Third reading on its own Holodomor 
Bill, Bezan rose and asked for unani- 
mous concurrence that the bill be 
deemed to have been read a second 
time, considered in committee, re- 
ported, concurred in, read a third 
time and passed. He got it and Bill 
C-459 “An Act to establish a Ukrai- 
nian Famine and Genocide 
(Holodomor’) Memorial Day and 
to recognize the Ukrainian Famine 
in 1932-33 as an act of genocide” 
was passed in the Senate the follow- 
ing day. 

“In a show of solidarity, Liberal 
MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
(Etobicoke Centre) supported the 
move and ensured that the Bill 
would be passed at all stages,” said 
Bezan in a press release he issued 
the following day. 

During his final speech, Bezan 
stated, “I want to thank the member 
for Etobicoke Centre for his hard 
work on behalf of all Ukrainians and 
for making sure that we get this done 
today.” Bezan also expressed his ap- 
preciation for the all-party support 
that he received from the Liberals, 
New Democratic Party, and Bloc 
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Quebecois. 

The impetus for fast-tracking the 
bill came during Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko’s address to 
a joint session of the House of Com- 
mons and the Senate the previous 
day. 

“I would like to express my big- 
gest gratitude to the Canadian Sen- 
ate for approving a resolution that 
calls on the Canadian government 
to recognize the Holodomor in 
Ukraine as an act of genocide 
against the Ukrainian nation caused 
by Stalin’s regime. That happened 
in 2003,” he said 

“Tam confident, ladies and gentle- 
men, that this address will be sup- 
ported by the House of Commons 
of the Canadian Parliament,” 
Yushchenko added. 

During his press conference with 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper right 
after his address, Yushchenko went 
even further stating "ме are also sure 
that the House of Commons tomor- 
row at its meeting will approve the 
corresponding resolution on that is- 
sue.” 

During the Holodomor Flame cer- 
emony later that day, Secretary of 
State (Multiculturalism and Cana- 
dian Identity) Jason Kennedy an- 
nounced that the Government of 
Canada had made a decision that 
afternoon to recognize the 
Holodomor as a genocide against 
the Ukrainian people. 

At 2:00 pm (Ottawa time) 
Edmonton East Conservative MP 
Peter Goldring rose to make a state- 
ment on the Flame noting that: 

“The ‘torch,’ the International 
Remembrance Flame brightly illu- 
minating the darkness of the past, 
commemorates the Holodomor, the 
planned genocidal famine inflicted 
on Ukraine by the hand of despotic 
Joseph Stalin 75 years ago where 
millions of Ukrainians died. 

“Canada’s government yesterday 
added its voice, formally recogniz- 
ing the Holodomor for what it was, 
a genocide of unspeakable horror of 
man’s supreme inhumanity to man.” 

At 3:15 Wrzesnewskyj made his 
first two attempts to get the 
Holodomor bill fast-tracked. 

Noting that “yesterday the House 
displayed tremendous good will and 
all Canadians are still basking in the 
glow of the continuing visit across 
Canada of President Yushchenko of 
Ukraine,” he asked that his Bill C- 
450, and Bezan’s C-459 be passed 
through all stages. 

When that failed to get unanimous 
consent, Wrzesnewskyj rose to ask 
for unanimous consent for Bezan’s 
Bill C-459 only. That too failed. 

With Bezan having voted in 
favour, Wrzesnewskyj then crossed 


PHOTO — OFFICE OF MP BORYS WRZESNEWSKYJ 


Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko embraces Etobicoke Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, while Members 
of Parliament applaud from the benches and members of the Ukrainian Canadian community applaud from the 
gallery. Wrzesnewskyj had been moved up to the Liberal front benches for Yushchenko’s address to the joint 
session of the House of Commons and the Senate and was placed by Liberal House Leader Ralph Goodale 
second in line to greet Yushchenko from the Liberals after Leader Stephane Dion. During the 2004 Orange 
Revolution Wrzesnewskyj convinced the then-Liberal government to send 500 election observers to oversee the 
unprecedented third round which brought Yushchenko to power. Please note that Conservative backbencher 
James Bezan (Selkirk-Interlake), author of Bill C-459 recognizing the Holodomor as genocide is also in his 
party's front benches. He is standing between then-Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime Bernier (this was just 


hours before he resigned) and Public Affairs Minister Stockwell Day. 


Yushchenko stresses democratic reforms 


0 
(й 


й 
Hi 


1} 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Bishop Budka statue blessed 


Metropolitan of Canada Lawrence Huculak conducts the blessing of the 
statue of Blessed Nykyta Budka, the first Ukrainian Canadian bishop of 
what is now the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg, at 
Edmonton’s St. Josaphat’s Cathedral, following the May 28 Divine Lit- 
urgy held in conjunction with the “Encounter 2008” gathering of 160 
priests, monks, sisters and wives of clergy from across Canada. Budka 
was ordained as a priest in Lviv іп 1905. He was appointed the Bishop for 
Canada on July 15, 1912 and consecrated on Oct. 14 that year. In 1927, 
he returned to Ukraine and became vicar general of the Metropolitan 
Curia in Lviv. He was imprisoned on April 11, 1945 along with other 
bishops for their faith. He died in a Soviet concentration camp on Oct. 1, 
1949. Budka was beatified as a martyr on June 27, 2001 by Pope John 
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By Marco Levytsky 

Ukraine is now a full democracy, 
President Viktor Yushchenko told a 
joint Session of the House of Com- 
mons and the Senate in Ottawa, May 
26, stressing the achievements of the 
Orange Revolution. 

“The Orange Revolution awoke 
our society and made irreversible 
and positive changes in human 
minds. Ukrainians believed in their 
own strengths and in their ability to 
stand up for their rights and for their 
own destiny. We are very grateful 
to the international community for 
it impartial attitude to those impor- 
tant days for Ukraine. 

ЗТ would like to express the most 
gratitude to Canada, which sent the 
largest number of international ob- 
servers in the course of the dramatic 
election of 2004. The pace of that 
development, which required centu- 
ries for many countries to do, was 
covered in several years by us. We 
were facing many challenges and, 
of course, certain obstacles. 

Nevertheless, problems remain, 
he admitted. 

“We need to improve the public 
administration in our country to 
settle all the disparities in the sys- 
tem of relations between the three 
fundamental power institutions. We 
have to determine their responsibili- 
ties and authorities and that is what 
we are working on. This is our key 
target and content of the constitu- 
tional reform that we are working 
оп now. That way we will provide 
long lasting political stability essen- 
tial for the future progress of the 
country.” 

Yushchenko added he has initi- 
ated different measures to combat 
corruption, and plans to reform both 
the national security and justice sys- 
tems. 
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Ющенко: я не буду згадувати, 
хто блокував мій виступ у ВР 


(УНІАН)- Президент України Віктор Ющенко 
відкидає звинувачення прем'єр-міністра України 
Юлії Тимошенко щодо планів розвалу демокра- 
тичної коаліції. Про це він заявив у коментарі 
журналістам у Торонто 28 травня. 

Президент наголосив, що демократична коаліція 
має працювати. "Коли київські вибори програні — 
докоряють Президентові, чи ще комусь, що він 
руйнує коаліцію. Вибачте, я не буду згадувати, хто 
блокував мій виступ у ВР, я не буду згадувати, хто 
блокує ухвалення внесення змін до бюджету...", - 
сказав Ющенко. 

Він закликав не шукати проблеми там, де їх не 
існує. Ющенко підкреслив, що коаліція має працю-- 
вати в рамках діючої угоди. 

Водночас він зауважив, що хотів би, щоб рішення 
коаліції приймалися колегіально, а не одноосібно. 

"Щоб уряд не походив на структуру, де соло 
належить групі людей або одній людині, а потім 
виникає багато розходжень по тому, хто прийняв те 
чи інше рішення", - сказав Ющенко. 

Як повідомляв УНІАН, 28 травня, прем'єр-міністр 
України Юлія Тимошенко закликала Президента 


України Віктора Ющенка, його Секретаріат і Пар- 
тію регіонів не знищувати Україну заради форму-- 
вання широкої коаліції. «Якщо ви хочете створю-- 
вати широку коаліцію - створюйте її, але для цього 
не потрібно знищувати Україну. Просто чесно 
створіть, i все», - сказала Тимошенко. 

На думку прем'єр-міністра, демократична коа- 
ліція, розуміючи загрозу для країни, 228 голосами 
депутатів ухвалила рішення про відновлення 
дохідної частини бюджету і Пенсійного фонду. 

Тимошенко заявила, що має намір разом із мініс- 
тром фінансів Віктором Пинзенником у четвер 
вранці зустрічати в аеропорту Ющенка, який повер-- 
татиметься в Україну після офіційного візиту до 
Канади. 

«Ми зустрічатимемо Президента з Канади для 
того, щоб переконати його не знищувати фінансову 
стабільність і фінансову систему країни, та все ж 
таки зупинитися у знищенні роботи уряду і під- 
писати цей законопроект, прийнятий нашою демо-- 
кратичною коаліцією, яка бореться за останні краплі 
довіри, що залишаються в суспільстві до демокра- 
тичної коаліції», - наголосила Тимошенко. 


Ющенко: Україна давно 
потребує прагматичного уряду 


(УНІАН)- Президент України Віктор Ющенко 
закликає уряд "повернутися з виборів" і зайнятися 
практичною роботою. Про це він заявив у коментарі 
журналістам у Торонто, 28 травня. 

Ющенко зауважив, що Україна давно потребує 
прагматичного уряду, який би займався не піаром, а 
прагматичною роботою на благо нації. 

Президент зауважив, що не пам'ятає в світовій 
практиці випадків, коли засідання уряду, "як мильну 
оперу", транслюють на телебаченні. 

Вінзауважив, що уряди всіх країн без публічності, 


не виливаючи сміття назовні, працюють над покра- 
щенням життя. "Я відчуваю, що нашому уряду 
бракує прикладної, прагматичної політики", - сказав 
Ющенко. 

Президент підкреслив, що не хоче дуже глибоко 
коментувати сьогоднішні заяви прем'єр-міністра 
України Юлії Тимошенко, але він хотів би бачити 
міністрів у своїх кабінетах, а не на майданах. "Я є 
партнер уряду 1 партнер парламенту щодо організації 
стабільної роботи. Мені як нікому вигідно, щоб ця 
робота була стабільною?, - наголосив Ющенко. 


Ющенко агітував канадських бізнесменів 


(УНІАН)- Президент України Віктор Ющенко 
закликає канадських бізнесменів інвестувати в 
Україну. 

Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, про це глава 
Української держави сказав, виступаючи 28 травня 
на бізнес-форумі "Перспективи українсько-канад-- 
-ського співробітництва після вступу України до 
СОТУ у Торонто. 

За його словами, переповнений зал на бізнес- 
форумі свідчить про зацікавленість канадського біз-- 
несу у нашій країні. Він розповів про міжнародну 
політику України та економічну ситуацію. 

Він в чергове підтвердив прагнення України до 
повної інтеграції до євроатлантичних структур. "Ми 
йдемо цією дорогою?, - сказав Президент, 3ayBa— 
живши, що ще три роки тому ніхто не сприймав 
серйозно нашу державу, а сьогодні вона є країною з 
ринковою економікою, членом СОТ. Ющенко 
розповів також про сьогоднішній інтенсивний діалог 
між Україною та ЄС в тому числі й щодо створення 
зони вільної торгівлі. 

Торкнувся глава української держави і необхід- 
ності спрощення візового режиму для українців. Він 
висловив сподівання, що найближчим часом вдас-- 
ться досягти відповідних домовленостей, особливо 
щодо української молоді, бізнесу тощо. 

Говорячи про економічну ситуацію в Україні, 
Ющенко зазначив, що сьогодні Україна досягла HO— 


вої серйозної культури макроекономічної стабіль-- 
ності. За словами, Президента, в країні здійснюється 
ефективне управління бюджету, забезпечується 
стабільність грошей, стабільність торгівельного 
балансу, платіжного балансу. "Якщо ми говоримо 
про загальноекономічну стабільність - вона в Ук- 
раїні присутня", - сказав Президент, висловивши 
сподівання, що ця тенденція буде збережена. 
Ющенко назвав українську економіку феноменом. 
Водночас, він розповів, що сьогодні як економіст 
не розуміє політику уряду в сфері заборони екс- 
порту, особливо, у сільськогосподарській галузі. 

"Приймається рішення призупинити продаж 
(експорт), щоб зупинити ціни. Комуністи це робили 
75 років і привели до того, що нам потрібно було в 
кінці цього безславного шляху формувати про- 
довольчу програму Радянського Союзу, щоб через 
імпорт зерна годувати свій народ), - сказав він. 
Президент наголосив, що через популізм багато 
втрачає Україна. 

“SI це кажу не для того, щоб когось налякати, ми 
знаємо цю проблему і ми її вилікуємо. Зробимо 
нормальний ринок землі, продуктів, інтегруємось в 
міжнародний ринок, і нам потрібні ваші інвестиції", 
- сказав Президент. 

Також він закликав канадський бізнес вкладати 
інвестиції в підготовку України до Євро-2012. 


Мер Донецька призупинив скандальне 
рішення міськради 


(УНІАН) Міський голова Донецька Олександр 
Лук'янченко 22 травня своїм рішенням призупинив 
дію рішення міськради, яке обмежує планову кіль- 
кість україномовних шкіл і дошкільних груп у місті. 

Як повідомили УНІАН в управлінні по зв'язках з 
громадськістю міськради, Лук'янченко не підписав 
рішення сесії міської ради від 20 травня 2008 р. "Про 
хід виконання Комплексної програми розвитку 
освіти в м. Донецьку на 2006-2010 роки" і своїм роз- 
порядженням від 22 травня 2008 року припинив дію 
даного рішення міської ради. 

Відповідно до рішення міського голови, рішення 
міськради "Про хід виконання Комплексної прог-- 


рами розвитку освіти в м. Донецьку на 2006-2010 
роки" буде винесено на повторний розгляд сесії 
Донецької міської ради. 

Як повідомляв УНІАН, 20 травня сесія Донецької 
міськради виступила проти планового збільшення 
україномовних шкіл у Донецьку. 

У рішенні сесії сказано: "Для задоволення потреб 
населення Донецька в здобуванні освіти рідною 
мовою не допускати: планового збільшення числа 
тих, хто навчається українською мовою, розши-- 
рення мережі україномовних шкіл і класів; плано-- 
вого збільшення дитячих дошкільних установ і груп 
з українською мовою навчання". 
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Holodomor Bill fast-tracked |Holodomor Bill breeze 
through Parliament 


Cont. from Page 1 

the aisle and together and alongside of Bezan 
began a series of intense negotiations with 
Kenney. 

During these negotiations, Wrzesnewskyj and 
Bezan were adamant that the Holodomor bill 
pass all stages of the House of Commons that 
day, and proceed immediately to the Senate, ac- 
cording to a press release issued by 
Wrzesnewskyj. Wrzesnewskyj underscored that 
he did not want the bill to go to committee where 
it could potentially be delayed and not be re- 
viewed until the fall when an expected election 
could derail its passage. 

Kenney stated amendments and word changes 
were necessary and that this would require the 
bill to go through the committee stage. How- 
ever, following discussions, amendments were 
agreed to and an agreement was struck to pass 
this historic bill at all stages. 

These amendments, which were announced 
by Bezan just before asking for unanimous con- 
sent added the word “Holodomor” throughout 
the bill, noted “that forced collectivization by 
the Soviet regime under Joseph Stalin also 
caused the death of millions of other ethnic mi- 
norities within the former Soviet Union,” and 
added four more countries which had declared 
the Holodomor as genocide since the bill had 
originally been introduced. 

Debate began at 5:39 pm. 

Wizesnewskyj was the first to speak. 

After citing several eyewitness accounts he 
noted, “a half century has passed since Stalin’s 
death, and his evil empire has been consigned 
to the history books of humanity’s tragic 20th 
century.” 

“And as far back as U.N. General Assembly 
Resolution 96 (1) of December 11, 1946, we can 
list international resolution, decade after decade, 
condemning crimes against humanity and geno- 
cides. 

“Yet the Rwandan genocide took place before 
our eyes. All of our resolutions are nothing more 
than fine sounding rhetoric unless each and ey- 
ery one of us makes a pledge to act when ha- 
tred, conflict or crimes against our fellow hu- 
man beings occur. 

“Those who do not study history are doomed 
to repeat it,” is a saying we often repeat. None- 
theless, today we are witnessing attempts at a 
genocide by attrition, a famine-genocide in 
Darfur.” 

“Mr. Speaker, as elected representatives, in a 
country with over 1.2 million citizens of Ukrai- 
nian ancestry, acommon ancestry with those mil- 
lions starved to death through a genocide by at- 
trition, we cannot allow ourselves to forget 
humanity’s common tragedies, and we must ac- 
knowledge our culpability when we do not act 
when facing this evil.” 

Wrzesnewsky) closed by stating: “Discussions 
have taken place this afternoon among all par- 
ties and in the spirit of those two words ‘bil’sh 
nikoly’, ‘never again’, at the end of today’s de- 
bate there will be an unusual display of good- 
will among all parties and respect for the mil- 
lions who perished. There will be agreement on 
amendments to the Holodomor famine genocide 
bill which will allow its passage at all stages so 
it can be sent to the Senate.” 

He was followed by Bernard Bigras 
(Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie, BQ), whose 
speech indicated a turnabout from the position 
expressed by Maile Faille during the April 29 
debate when she questioned whether the 
Holodomor was a genocide. 

Referring to Yushchenko’s address the previ- 
ous day with his historical examples of Ukraine’s 
struggle for independence, Bigras noted, “every 
expression of national Ukrainian character was 
perceived by Moscow as the rejection of Bolshe- 
vik power and a threat to the Soviet empire.” 

“We have to take these historical facts into 
account in our analysis of Bill C-459The fam- 
ine of the 1930s illustrates Russia’s colonial 
policy toward the Ukraine. That way of doing 
things, that policy, was neither more nor less than 
an act to destroy part of a national group. The 
goal was clear, Russia wanted to take everything 
away from Ukrainian peasants and take the 
Ukrainian nation by force through 
“‘dekulakization’; to uproot hundreds of thou- 
sands of richer peasants and evict them from 


their homes; to take everything away from those 
who were the lifeblood of the Ukrainian nation 
and deport them; and to exile the Ukrainian in- 
tellectual elite in order to prevent them from 
organizing.” 

Five days earlier Bigras and BQ Leader Gilles 
Duceppe met with a Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress delegation led by historian Roman Serbyn 
who informed them about the Holodomor. 

Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia South- 
ern Interior, NDP), whose father was evacuated 
from the Crimea along with White Russian 
General Wrangel during the civil war that 
brought the Bolsheviks to power, noted “I know 
there are (those) in the Russian government, 
who do not want to recognize the Holodomor 
as a genocide and who want to wrap all this in 
as other unfortunate people who were executed 
or liquidated. 

"І would like to point out that this tragedy 
was engineered in Moscow. Certainly it was the 
Soviet Union that suffered, but the tragedy was 
engineered by the Soviet government, by Stalin, 
from Moscow, and part of this human tragedy 
that took place did take place in Ukraine. That 
was the forced famine to forcibly starve people 
to death. That is genocide. 

“I would like to implore the Russian people 
and their government, in the spirit of solidarity, 
to recognize that and to move on. Let us move 
forward and let us ensure that it never ever hap- 
pens again. 

Joy Smith (Kildonan—St. Paul, CPC), 
stressed the importance of raising public aware- 
ness of the tragic events of our common past. 

“Establishing a memorial day to honour the 
memory of those who perished in Ukraine and 
in other parts of the Soviet Union in 1932 and 
1933 is part of this process of reconciliation and 
healing. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian community of more 
than one million citizens was among the first to 
recognize the need to bring the great famine to 
the world’s attention. Accordingly, Ukrainian 
Canadians have been at the forefront in ensur- 
ing that the famine is recognized for the ter- 
rible suffering it brought. The Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community has erected memorials to 
honour Holodomor victims in Edmonton, 
Calgary, Winnipeg and Windsor. 

“Tn light of the special kinship that exists be- 
tween Canada and Ukraine, the Canadian gov- 
ernment recognizes that after decades of sup- 
pression and denial, Ukrainians and Ukrainian 
Canadians want to make symbolic expiation for 
the dignity that was denied in life to those vic- 
tims of communism.” 

Last to speak was Ed Komarnicki (Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration, CPC), who cited the UCC in not- 
ing that the region was also isolated by armed 
units so that people could not exit to search for 
food. 

“This at a time where, it stated, the Soviet 
regime dumped 1.7 million tonnes of grain on 
the western markets at the height of the 
Holodomor. It stated that at the height of the 
Holodomor people in Ukrainian villages were 
dying at the rate of 25,000 per day, 1,000 per 
hour, or 17 per minute. It stated that the Soviet 
government refused to acknowledge to the in- 
ternational community the starvation in Ukraine 
and turned down the assistance offered by vari- 
ous countries and international relief agencies, 
including the International Committee of the 
Red Cross. What happened was not reported 
appropriately, or not reported at all, in the press. 
In fact, information was suppressed.” 

“What Stalin attempted was to break the will 
of a people, but could not. The nation still wants 
today to be a free and democratic nation, albeit 
bearing the scars and with a limp; however, with 
a resolve and a character that has risen to the 
occasion, a resolve that shoulders the responsi- 
bility for democracy and freedom with honour 
and grace to ensure that the freedom endures 
and that the lives lost are not lost in vain but, 
rather, that those lives may be lived through the 
opportunity that has been bought and paid for, 
for those of us who remain and those who re- 
main in Ukraine, so that that which was intended 
for evil may be used to produce much good not 
only at this time but well into the future,” he 
added. 


through Senate 


(UkrNews)—It took no time for 
Canada’s upper chamber to pass the 
Holodomor Bill the day after it received 
unanimous concurrence in the House. 

Saskatchewan Senators Raynell 
Andreychuk and David Tkachuk moved 
and seconded all three readings in one 
sitting and the Senate approved Bill C- 
459 “An Act to establish a Ukrainian 
Famine and Genocide (“Holodomor’”) 
Memorial Day and to recognize the 
Ukrainian Famine in 1932-33 as an act 
of genocide” unanimously, May 28. 

It received Royal Assent May 29 at 
Rideau Hall. 

“I ат pleased to say, and I acknowl- 
edge all of my colleagues here, that that 
motion of June 17, 2003, was the first 
motion on the Ukrainian famine-geno- 
cide. It set into motion the Ukrainian com- 
munity in a focused way to bring recog- 
nition within Canada to the famine-geno- 
cide,” said Sen. Andreychuk who intro- 
duced the Senate motion calling upon the 
Government of Canada to recognize the 
famine as genocide five years ago. 

“Bill C-459 is the result of those ne- 
gotiations throughout Canada in an all- 
party spirit, which came to fruition last 
night. This bill comes to us at a time when 
President Yushchenko, the President of 
Ukraine, the leader of the Orange Revo- 
lution, is in Canada. It is, therefore, with 
haste that we in this chamber are coming 
full circle to the motion and to now sup- 
port the bill which, in essence, is of the 
same substance and intent. 

“Tam pleased to acknowledge that not 
only has the House of Commons passed 
this bill, but the Government of Canada, 
on Monday, recognized the famine-geno- 
cide and supported and co-sponsored the 
UNESCO resolution on the famine-geno- 
cide,” she added. 

Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
Claudette Tardiff said “I know that fel- 
low Albertans of Ukrainian origin would 
strongly support a bill which recognizes 
the Ukrainian famine of 1932-33 as an 
act of genocide.” 

“By recognizing the Holodomor geno- 


cide, we are recognizing that human rights 
were violated. We are also contributing to re- 
storing dignity to the victims, and we are be- 
ginning the process of actively preventing fu- 
ture crimes against humanity.” 

Sen. Yoine Goldstein (Quebec - Rigaud) 
noted, “because of my own origins, I have a 
particular sensitivity to issues of genocide.” 

“The Talmud teaches us Jews that, there- 
fore, because we are created in God’s image, 
whoever destroys a single life, it is as though 
he has destroyed all of mankind. It is a Jew- 
ish message in its origins but it is of universal 
import and application in its consequences. 

“Ukraine, which is the area of the world 
from which my parents sought and obtained 
haven in Canada, at the time was the bread- 
basket of the USSR. By diverting its grain pro- 
duction by the process of brutal collectiviza- 
tion, by prohibiting the consumption of grain 
by Ukrainians on pain of death, Stalin de- 
stroyed, took the lives of millions of Ukraini- 
ans with knowledge and forethought. 

“Genocide in all its forms is deserving of 
universal condemnation — even at the risk 
of offending some of the heirs of the human 
rights offenders of the 1930s. That risk must 
be taken. It is not sufficient to deter our obli- 
gation to condemn genocide and to use the 
occasion of this genocide as an opportunity 
to remind ourselves that we have a human 
conscience and to remind us to remember,” 
he added. 

Sen. Romeo Dallaire (Quebec — Gulf) 
closed the debate. 

“Today, the fact that we are asking that this 
famine in Ukraine 75 years ago be recognized 
as genocide is a truly significant show of sup- 
port for those who are still working today to 
try to eliminate all possibility of genocide. 

ЗІ stand here as a member of the United 
Nations Secretary-General’s Advisory Com- 
mittee on Genocide Prevention. In so doing, 
I wish to support this bill because it is an- 
other instrument that we can bring to the 
United Nations to demonstrate how we feel 
averse and horrified, not by weapons of mass 
destruction but by political instruments that 
are used to destroy the human rights of mas- 
sive numbers of human beings in nation 
states,” he said. 


Manitoba passes Holodomor 
Bill just in time for Yushchenko 


(UkrNews)—Seven hours before the 
House of Commons passed Bill C-459, 
Manitoba finalized its own piece of 
Holodomor legislation. 

Just in time to present it to Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko when he 
visited the legislature at 11 am (Central 
Time). 

Bill 217 (The Ukrainian Famine and 
Genocide Memorial Day Act), sponsored 
by Opposition member Len Derkach (PC, 
Russell) and co-sponsored by Govern- 
ment member Doug Martindale (NDP, 
Burrows) passed through Third and Fi- 
nal Reading with unanimous concurrence 
from all members. 

In introducing the motion, Derkach 
noted the Ukrainian Professional and 
Business Club of Winnipeg has filled a 
second container of medical supplies 
which is going to the region of Sumy re- 
gion of Ukraine — where Yushchenko’s 
mother lives. 

Liberal Leader Jon Gerrard (River 
Heights) said he’s heard personal stories 
which need to be told to prevent repeti- 
tion of such crimes against humanity. 

“Tt is tragic that in places like Darfur 
there are still terrible things going on, but 
that is one of the reasons why we must 
remember what happened and know and 
understand what happened in Ukraine in 


around 1933 so that we can be alert and we 
can do what we can to speak out and to pre- 
vent such terrible occurrences from every 
happening again,” he said. 

Martindale said the Famine “was a terrible 
abrogation of human rights, namely, the ba- 
sic right: the right to live.” 

“Winnipeg will be the home of the Cana- 
dian Museum for Human Rights and the 
Ukrainian community in Canada is actively 
raising money and advocating for a perma- 
nent exhibit on the Ukrainian famine. I hope 
they will be successful in that endeavour and 
we look forward to this bill being passed at 
third reading this morning.” 

Four years earlier the Manitoba Legislature 
unanimously passed a resolution sponsored 
by Martindale declaring a Holodomor Memo- 
rial Day. This bill enshrines the previous reso- 
lution in legislation. 

After signing a Memorandum of Under- 
standing between Dnipropetrovsk Oblast and 
Manitoba, Yushchenko was introduced to both 
Derkach and Martindale. 

“After he was told that we were election 
observers in Ukraine in December 2004 he 
held my arm, looked me right in the eye and 
said: ‘Thank you for being there when we 
needed you’,” Martindale told Ukrainian 
News. 

“Tt was а very special moment that "ЇЇ never 
forget,” he added. 
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Свідок у справі про 
отруєння Ющенка 
боїться за своє життя 


(Українська правда)-- У колишнього заступника голови СБУ 
Володимира Сацюка є всі підстави заявляти про загрозу його життю. 
Про це заявив у вівторок на прес-конференції в Києві адвокат Сацюка 
Віктор Петруненко, повідомляє "Інтерфакс-Україна". 

"У нього (Сацюка) є вагомі підстави вважати, що йому загрожує 
небезпека. Йому не хочеться піддавати себе ризику", - сказав адвокат. 
Він зазначив, що дійсно його підзахисний знаходиться зараз у розшуку, 
але не став конкретизувати місцезнаходження Сацюка. 

"Не можу стверджувати в Україні він, або за її межами, але в 
безпечному місці", - додав Петруненко. 

"Сацюк не боїться, що його будуть переслідувати в правовому полі, 
він боїться, що щодо нього будуть застосовані неправові заходи", - 
підкреслив він. Петруненко дав зрозуміти, що мова йде про можливу 
фізичну розправу. 

Адвокат акцентував увагу на тому, що Сацюк зможе спілкуватися з 
пресою тільки після того, як будуть зняті всі "незаконні обвинувачення, 
висунуті Генпрокуратурою". 

Він висловив надію, що слідчі переконаються у відсутності складу 
злочину в діях Сацюка. 

Крім того, Петруненко сказав, що його підзахисний вважає полі- 
тичним своє переслідування. 

На думку Сацюка, як відзначає адвокат, Генпрокуратура четвертий 
рік "безуспішно намагається довести суспільству, що погіршення 
здоров'я Віктора Ющенка, що сталося в 2004 році, було результатом 
отруєння, яке нібито відбулося на дачі Сацюка". 

"Але відсутність доказів цього підмінює надуманим, незаконним 
кримінальним переслідуванням Сацюка, який, на жаль, потрапив у число 
тих, хто спілкувався з Ющенком і кого принесли в жертву зрозумілим 
політичним цілям Ющенка i його оточення", - сказав Петруненко. 

Адвокат підкреслив, що якби в слідства були хоч найменші докази 
провини Сацюка в погіршенні здоров'я Ющенка, то Генпрокуратура б 
вважала його головним фігурантом у цій справі, а не свідком, яким 
він зараз є, 

Говорячи про останню кримінальну справу, порушену Генпро- 
куратурою щодо Сацюка, Петруненко сказав, що його підзахисний 
має намір оскаржити постанову Генпрокуратури, але для цього 
необхідно одержати копію цього документа. 
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Праведність Шептицького 
визнали євреї України 


Любомир Крупницький, 5/-Бі-Сі, Київ, 22 травня 

Єврейська громада України визнала Андрея Шеп- 
тицького праведником світу. 

Таким чином віддають шану митрополиту 
Української греко-католицької церкви, який під час 
II Світової війни врятував життя багатьом євреям. 
Також цими днями на кінофестивалі в Каннах буде 
вперше публічно показано фільм про Андрея Шеп- 
тицького. 

Андрей Шептицький завжди мав добрі стосунки з 
євреями, а особливо прислужився цьому народу в 
час Голокосту, врятувавши багатьох від пере- 
слідувань нацистами. Однак багато сучасних євреїв 
про вчинки Шептицького, часто без перебільшення 
героїчні, дізналися зовсім недавно, зокрема й від 
режисера фільму про митрополита Шептицького, 
який шукаючи місце для зйомок певних сцен з 
фільму завітав у синагогу. 

Олесь Янчук, відомий режисурою стрічок , Голод- 
33”, "Атентат", "Нескорений" та ін., кілька років 
тому почав знімати художній фільм про Шеп- 
тицького "Митрополит Андрей". Про деякі деталі, 
що супроводжували зйомки розказує сам режисер: 

"У нас є кілька епізодів у фільмі, дуже емоційних 
між іншим, якраз пов'язаних з темою рятування 
єврейських дітей митрополитом Андреєм Шеп- 
тицьким. Нам треба було підібрати дітей для однієї 
з цих сцен. I в синагозі поцікавилися - чому власне 
"Шептицький і євреї"? Hy, й ми сказали, що Шеп- 
тицький врятував більше 2 тис єврейських дітей. Ми 
так зрозуміли, що вони не володіли цією 
інформацією. 

Олесь Янчук в інтерв'ю Бі-Бі-Сі також розповів, 
що всі деталі життя Шептицького ретельно пере- 
вірялися і фільм базується великою мірою саме на 
архівних матеріалах, а також на спогадах про 
митрополита, зокрема й тих євреїв, які завдяки 
ньому пережили останню світову війну. 

Під час окупації України нацистами Андрей 
Шептицький відкрито виступав із засудженням 
переслідування євреїв, звертався з протестами щодо 
цього до керівництва Німеччини. Багато євреїв за 
сприяння Шептицького переховувалась у греко- 
католицьких монастирях і навіть у митрополичій 
резиденції. За різними даними, він врятував від 
кількох сотень до декількох тисяч євреїв. 


Розповідає помічник головного рабина України 
Давид Мільман: 

"Він нормально ставився до євреїв, як і будь-яка 
нормальна людина. Скажу вам, що коріння анти- 
семітизму в незнанні. А Шептицький серйозно воло- 
дів питанням, він знав іврит, читав Тору в оригіналі 
i допомагав євреям, як і всім іншим людям. Але коли 
почався Голокост... Справа навіть не в тому, що він 
врятував 200 людей, в підвалах власного замку - 
його могли за це розстріляти. Він звернувся до людей 
з відозвою "Не вбий!""- проповідь, яку читали у всіх 
монастирях. | нею він намагався донести думку, що 
вбивати людей тільки через те, що вони якось від 
тебе відрізняються, це страшний гріх. 

Попри всі заслуги митрополита УГКЦ, спеціальна 
комісія меморіалу жертвам Голокосту "Яд ва-Шем'! 
в Ізраїлі, який на світовому рівні запровадив поняття 
"праведник народів світу", поки не наділила Шеп- 
тицького таким званням, через те, що той мав певні 
стосунки з нацистами. На останньому голосуванні 
не вистачило всього одного голосу. 

Ta поряд з цим в Ізраїлі вже споруджено пам'ятник 
на честь Шептицького, Тепер цій людині віддають 
шану і українські євреї. Днями в Києві біля 
центральної синагоги українці та євреї посадили 
дерево на честь Андрея Шептицького - так зване 
дерево життя. Говорить головний рабин України, 
Моше Реувен Асман: 

"Ми можемо сказати від імені своєї громади, що 
вважаємо цю людину праведником. Зважаючи на 
зроблені ним добрі справи, те скількох людей він 
врятував, він достойний вважатися праведником. Як 
тільки ми зрозуміли, що таке визнання Шептицького 
буде справедливим, ми вирішили не відкладати і 
зробити це зараз." 

Представники єврейської громади заявляють, що 
імена багатьох інших людей, які в час Голокосту, 
ризикуючи власним життям, допомагали євреям, 
залишаються невідомі. Ці історії вони будуть й 
надалі досліджувати і віддавати шану тим людям. 

А про видатну постать Шептицького тепер діз- 
наються не лише в Україні чи Ізраїлі, але й у Франції. 
Цього четверга на Каннському кінофестивалі від- 
будеться перший публічний показ кінострічки про 
Андрея Шептицького. 


Київ закликає Pocito 
починати виводити Флот 


(BBC Ukranian)—Minicrp закордонних справ 
України підтвердив 17 травня, що Київ закликає 
Росію вже зараз починати виведення її військ з 
території України. 

Напередодні російський міністр Лавров докоряв 
Україні, що документи передано вже зараз попри те, 
що угода про базування флоту вибігає через 9 років. 

Володимир Огризко сказав на українському теле-- 
баченні, що процес треба починати якомога швидше, 
бо термін оренди росіянами баз на українській 
території, в Криму, вибігає 2017-го року. 

Раніше повідомлялося, що Україна офіційно пе- 
редала Росії дипломатичні документи, в яких сказано 
про відсутність намірів продовжувати розташування 
російських військ, зокрема Чорноморського флоту 
на українській території. 

В. Огризко: «Ми просто кажемо: це робота не на 
один рік. Це справді дуже серйозний елемент наших 
стосунків. Ми не хотіли б, щоб потім після 27-го 
травня 2017-го року у нас виникло якесь напруження 
у зв'язку з цим тому, що 28-го травня перебування 
Чорноморського Флоту на території України буде 
вже незаконним.» 

Президент Ющенко, промовляючи 17 травня на 
засіданні Ради національної безпеки, сказав, що 
Україна повинна зробити усе, щоб ні в кого не 
виникало сумніву стосовно приналежності Криму 
Україні. 

17 травня міністр закордонних справ Росії Сергей 
Лавров звинуватив Україну в, як він висловився, 
провокативних заявах та діях, що, на його думку. 
призвели до напруження у стосунках між двома 
країнами. 

Виправдовуючи заяву московського мера Юрія 
Лужкова про перегляд статусу Севастополя, пан 
Лавров як пояснення навів приклади закликів 
окремих українських політиків до виведення 


Чорноморського флоту та спробу України 
заборонити російський парад на відзнаку 225-ї 
річниці заснування Флоту. 

Пан Лавров також сказав, що такі дії пояснюються 
намаганням України вступити до НАТО: 

«Можливо, сьогодні і не було би стільки емоцій 
довкола питання Севастополя, і російсько-ук- 
раїнських взаємин в цілому, якби цьому не пере- 
дувала ціла низка заяв і дій провокативного харак-- 
теру. Також показово, що усе це відбувається на тлі 
подальших спроб штучно затягти Україну до НАТО 
всупереч позиції більшості громадян країни.» 

Російського мера пана Лужкова українська влада 
оголосила персоною нон-грата, а президент Ющенко 
назвав його заяви про Севастополь приниженням для 
українського народу. 


Керуючого справами Академії 
наук вбили через майно? 


(УНІАН) -У столичній міліції вважають OCHOB— 
ною причиною вчорашнього вбивства у центрі Ки-- 
єва керуючого справами Національної академії наук 
України Валерія Арсенюка його професійну 
діяльність. 

Про це УНІАН повідомили у Центрі громадських 
зв'язків ГУ МВС України у м. Києві. 

За інформацією ЦГЗ, вбитий був відповідальним 
за майно академії. "Там дуже багато майна, це, прак- 
тично, держава у державі", - зауважили в столичній 
міліції. Порушено кримінальну справу за ч.1 ст.115 
Кримінального кодексу України (навмисне 
вбивство). 

Як повідомляв УНІАН, В.Арсенюка було вбито 
20 травня близько 19.00 у Києві, на вул. Антоновича, 
4/6, пострілом у голову з вогнепальної зброї. 
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Tymoshenko candidate defeated in Kyiv poll |Ukzaine joins WTO 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko suffered her first major politi- 
cal defeat on May 25 when her closest ally 
lost to incumbent Leonid Chernovetskiy at 
Kyiv Mayor and local council elections. 

Tymoshenko had initiated the early elec- 
tion of the Kyiv mayor, a post she had hoped 
would help further her political expansion in 
Ukraine. 

Oleksandr Turchynov, the first deputy 
prime minister, scored 18.6% of the vote, trail- 
ing behind Chernovetskiy’s 36.8%, the Kyiv 
election commission reported May 26 after 
counting 66% of ballots. 

Tymoshenko for weeks has personally cam- 
paigned for Тигсрупоу, her long time ally, in 
a bid to win the Kyiv mayor seat. Analysts 
said that Tymoshenko had seen the post as an 
important advance toward the presidency next 
year. 


“Turchynov’s defeat is obvious,’ Dmytro 


Vydrin, a Kyiv-based political analyst, said 
May 26. “The capital [of Kyiv] forms the fash- 
ion for entire political landscape [in 
Ukraine].” 

Vitaliy Klitschko, a former world heavy- 
weight boxing champion, scored 17.7% of the 
vote, followed by 6.5% scored by Viktor 
Pylypyshyn, a member of former Parliamen- 
tary Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn’s Bloc, 4.3% 
scored by Mykola Katerynchuk, a member of 
Our Ukraine who led his own bloc, and Re- 
gions Party member Vasyl Horbal’s 2.5%. 

At the election to Kyiv Council, a local leg- 
islature, Chernovetskiy’s group scored 30%, 
followed by Tymoshenko’s group’s 22.4% 
and the Klichko Bloc’s 10.5%, the commis- 
sion reported after counting 66% of the vote. 

Other groups likely to end in the legisla- 
ture include the Lytvyn Bloc, which scored 
8.1%, centrist youth group HAK with 4% and 
the Katerynchuk Bloc’s 3.4%, according to 


the commission. 

The figures suggest that Chernovetskiy, 
jointly with Lytvyn Bloc and HAK, two of 
his likely allies, will be able to form a 62-seat 
majority in the 120-seat Kyiv council. 

The development is a major setback for 
Tymoshenko, who has refused to nominate a 
single candidate with her possible allies, such 
as the Klitschko Bloc, insisting on the elec- 
tion of Turchynov. 

Tymoshenko did not make any comments 
or statement after the election, a sign of her 
major disappointment. 

The Kyiv election was also a failure for Our 
Ukraine-People’s Self-defense, a bloc led by 
Internal Affairs Minister Vitaliy Lutsenko. 
Lutsenko and his People’s Self-defense group 
have been increasingly leaning towards back- 
ing the Tymoshenko group away from sup- 
porting President Viktor Yushchenko. 


PM OKs legal move to strengthen president 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s group, after a four-month de- 
lay, on May 18 backed legislation increasing 
the powers of President Viktor Yushchenko, 
but relations between the two continued to 
remain tense. 

The Tymoshenko group voted to support 
the legislation after Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukzaine-People’s Self-defense agreed to back 
a set of anti-inflation measures drafted by the 
government. 

Although the approval of the legislation, 
known as the Law on the Cabinet of Minis- 
ters, is a tactical victory for the president, it 
doesn’t remove long-term differences be- 
tween Yushchenko and Tymoshenko. 

The two remain at loggerheads over con- 
stitutional amendments, a potentially much 
bigger issue. Tymoshenko pledged to have her 


amendments, which would either reduce or 
completely eliminate the powers of the presi- 
dent, approved before the end of the year. 

Yushchenko signed the legislation on May 
17, putting it into effect. 

But as a further sign that the relations re- 
mained tense, Tymoshenko’s supporters have 
been flocking to downtown Kyiv over the past 
days setting up their tents, indicating prepa- 
ration for long-term street protests. 

“We see the elements of the total mobiliza- 
tion by one political group — I will say di- 
rectly this is the Tymoshenko group - that in 
fact has been preparing for the new Maidan,” 
Viktor Baloha, the chief of staff ай the 
Yushchenko office, said in an interview with 
Studio 1+1 aired May 18. 

Baloha said the protests may be aimed at new 
general election to Parliament following the 
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controversial amendments to the constitution. 

“When we talk about the mobilization, this 
shows that this political group wants to ini- 
tiate a new election to Parliament as soon as 


| this year,” Baloha said. 


The Tymoshenko group on May 18 refused 
to comment on the possible street protests. 

However, Tymoshenko earlier that day 
sought to downplay the differences with 
Yushchenko, and said her support for the leg- 
islation was aimed at strengthening the pro- 
Western coalition. 

“At the president’s request, our political 
team voted for a new law on the cabinet, re- 
ducing the government’s powers... and in- 
creasing those of the president,” Tymoshenko 
told a press conference. 

“We supported (the legislation) for the sake 
of the unity of the democratic coalition.” 
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Ukraine became the 152nd country to join 
the World Trade Organization on May 16 af- 
ter 14 years of negotiations, getting in ahead 
of bigger neighbor Russia and committing the 
former Soviet republic to economic reforms 
and opening new trade channels, reports The 
Associated Press. 

Experts expect new economic ties to boost 
chiefly agricultural, chemical and metals ex- 
ports. 

A membership protocol ratified by parlia- 
ment last month officially came into effect 
May 16, according to a statement from Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko’s office. 

Over the 14 years of accession negotiations, 
Ukraine implemented a range of economic re- 
forms and amended more than 50 of its laws 
to bring the country into line with WTO 
norms. У 

Membership obliges Kyiv to further re- 
forms. 

‘Russia, its main trade partner, is the only 
major economy yet to join. 

Ukraine will have veto power over Russian 
accession but may be eager to see Moscow 
bound by the same trade rules amid political 
tension. 

Many believe Russia’s inclusion in the trade 
club would be beneficial to Ukraine because 
it would prevent Moscow from applying tar- 
iffs that are against WTO rules. 

Key Ukrainian exports to Russia include 
spirits, oil, sugar and raw materials. 
Yushchenko has promised that Ukraine would 
not unfairly use its new position inside the 
WTO to damage Russia’s 15-year accession 
bid. 

“J would warn of an aggravation of rela- 
tions” if Ukraine were to block Russia’s en- — 
try, said Kostantyn Kuznetsov, an economic 
analyst at the Kyiv-based Razumkov think 
tank. “That would be wrong ... and a way that 
leads nowhere.” 

Ukzaine was formally invited to join the 
global trading community on Feb. 5. 
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House rises to the occasion 


After several partisan wrangles over the bill recognizing the Holodomor 
as a genocide against the people of Ukraine during the course of the past 
year, members of the House of Commons laid aside their differences on 
May 27 and in a remarkable spirit of cooperation and non-partisanship, 
fast-tracked Conservative MP James Bezan’s Bill C-459 “An Act to es- 
tablish a Ukrainian Famine and Genocide (“Holodomor”) Memorial Day 
and to recognize the Ukrainian Famine in 1932-33 as an act of genocide”. 
The next day it breezed through the Senate, a body which unanimously 
asked the Government of Canada to declare the Holodomor a genocide 
five years ago. 

Fast-tracking this bill, by getting unanimous consent to pass all stages, 
was critical. 

Had the bill gone to committee, as do all bills after Second Reading 
unless they get unanimous consent to pass all stages, would have meant 
further study would not begin until after the House of Commons resumes 
sitting this fall. 

Since committees have to gather witnesses, hear them, then report back 
to the House for Third Reading, and since Private Member’s Bills go thor- 
ough this process at a much slower rate than do Government Bills, this 
could have delayed final approval until after the November close of the 
oe anniversary commemorations of the Holodomor. What’s worse, is 
that the bill could have simply died on the Order Paper had an election 
intervened. And, in a minority government situation, the government may 
fall and an election may intervene at any point in time. 

Undoubtedly Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko’s strong plea for 
recognition of the Holodomor as genocide in his address before the joint 
session of the House and Senate the previous day played a critical role in 
setting up the momentum for this historic act. 

Only hours after his speech, cabinet finally agreed to recognize the 
Holodomor as genocide — six months after the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress first asked the government to do so at a meeting with Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper. 

But several Canadian parliamentarians also deserve praise for their role 
in getting this through. 

First is Etobicoke Centre Liberal MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj who, in ef- 
fect, served as mentor of the bill. Wrzesnewskyj woke up that morning 
determined to push it through all stages by the end of the day. He tried 
twice to get unanimous approval that afternoon — first for both his Bill 
C-450 and Bezan’s C-459, then for Bezan’s C-459 alone. That failed so he 
walked across to the other side and, together with Bezan began to per- 
suade Secretary of State Jason Kenney to fast-track it. 

Conservative Bezan must be applauded for adamant support of 
Wrzesnewskyj, which proved critical in convincing Kenney to accept the 
amendments right then and there instead of forcing the bill into the com- 
Mittee stage. 

Kenny, in turn, is to be commended for rising to the occasion and ensur- 
ing that whatever needed to be done to fast-track it within the next few 
hours, would be done. 

A critical behind-the-scenes role was played by Professor Roman Serbyn 
and the UCC delegation who persuaded the Bloc Quebecois, who had 
initial doubts about calling the Holodomor a genocide, to support it. Re- 
portedly BQ leader Gilles Duceppe said he would prefer to study it in 
committee, but stated three times during the meeting that if unanimous 
consent was asked for during Yushchenko’s visit, the BQ would support 
it. 

The NDP had very consistently supported this bill all the way through. 

Many other MPs rose to the occasion and spoke eloquently in support 
of this bill. Their comments have been recorded both in this issue and the 
May 1-13 issue of this newspaper, which reported on the first debate, April 
29. They all deserve commendation from our community. 

With the passage of this bill, Canada’s Parliament now joins the parlia- 
ments of Argentina, Austria, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Lithuania, Po- 
land and the United States of America and the senates of Australia and 
Canada in recognizing the forced Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33 as a geno- 
cide against the Ukrainian people. 

Ukraine remembers — the world acknowledges! 


By Andriy Semotiuk 

This year marks the 75" anniver- 
sary of the Great Famine in Ukraine 
where Stalin and the Communist 
Party of the U.S.S.R. conducted a 
grain requisition campaign in which, 
according to those familiar with the 
events, up to 10 million Ukrainians 
perished. The United States and oth- 
ers have recognized that campaign 
was genocide. The Russian Duma, 
however, maintains the famine was 
only an unfortunate result of collec- 
tivization. 

So what actually happened in 
Ukraine in 1932 — 1933? And did it 
really amount to “genocide”? 

According to the 1948 U. N. Con- 
vention on the Prevention and Pun- 
ishment of the Crime of Genocide, 
genocide is an act “committed with 
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, 
a national, ethnical, racial or reli- 
gious group” and involves such 
things as “killing members of the 
group ... (or) ... deliberately inflict- 
ing on the group conditions of life, 
calculated to bring about its physi- 
cal destruction.” 

Ukrainian historian Stanislav 
Kulchytsky argues the way Stalin 
dealt with the Ukrainian countryside 
lifted the events out of the category 
of merely a famine and into the 
realm of genocide. In the fall of 
1932, оп orders from Moscow, gov- 
ernment troops came to villages req- 
uisitioning grain to meet Stalin’s 
unrealistic quotas. At gunpoint they 
took away grain, even when peas- 
ants did not have enough for them- 
selves. Those peasants who had no 
grain were deprived of other food 
stocks. Those who resisted were 
shot. Then a Jan. 22, 1933 directive 
from Stalin and Molotov sealed off 
Ukrainian borders to prevent fam- 
ished peasants from escaping. 

These events led 39 U.N. mem- 
ber countries to sign a Noy. 7, 2003 
Statement that read: “The Great 
Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine 
(Holodomor), ... took from 7 mil- 
lion to 10 million innocent lives and 
became a national tragedy for the 
Ukrainian people.” Even though it 
stopped short of recognizing the 
Holodomor as genocide, the state- 
ment did evidence broad-ranged 
agreement that a deadly tragedy took 
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The Ukrainian Holodomor 
— Was ita Genocide? 


place in 1932-1933. To prove geno- 
cide, however, the U.N. definition 
also requires proof of intent to tar- 
get a national or ethnic group for 
destruction. 

The following evidence estab- 
lishes that intent. 

Winston Churchill, when he vis- 
ited Stalin in August, 1942 asked: 

“Have the stresses of the war been 
as bad to you personally as carrying 
through the policy of the collective 
farms?” “Oh, no” he (Stalin) said, 
“the Collective Farm policy was a 
terrible struggle ... Ten millions,” he 
said, holding up his hands. “It was 
fearful. Four years it lasted.” Stalin 
went on to say that apart from a mi- 
nority that were exiled, the vast 
majority perished. Since 80 per cent 
of the population in Ukraine was 
peasantry Stalin knew that his policy 
of collectivization would destroy the 
Ukrainian village and the farmers 
and effectively destroy the political 
aspirations of the Ukrainian nation 
since they were its backbone. 

According to Ukrainian Professor 
Yuri Shapoval, Stalin’s intent for 
Ukraine was stated to Lazar 
Kaganovich in Stalin’s letter of Sept. 
11, 1932 in which he says “at this 
point the question of Ukraine is the 
most important. The situation in 
Ukraine is very bad. If we don’t take 
steps now to improve the situation, 
we may lose Ukraine. The objective 
should be to transform Ukraine, in 
the shortest period of time, into a 
real fortress of the USSR.” 

By 1933, the Bolsheviks had 
turned things around. Pavel 


Postyshev, who was given dictato- 
rial powers to implement Stalin’s 
policies, declared at a meeting of the 
Central Committee in Ukraine that: 
“Under the direct leadership and di- 
rections of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party and person- 
ally of comrade Stalin we smashed 
the Ukrainian nationalist counter- 
revolution”. 

These were not references to col- 
lective farmers but rather to the 
Ukrainian nation. 

The Soviet leaders were masters 
of deception about all this. As hun- 
ger stalked Ukraine they sold over 
1.5 million tons of grain abroad at 
reduced prices while denying the 
famine. They enlisted help from 
journalists like New York Times cor- 
respondent Walter Duranty, a 
Pulitzer-prize-winner who, knowing 
otherwise, still wrote there was no 
starvation thus maintaining his 
privileged access to the Kremlin. 
They employed obfuscation and 
sanitized language to cover up that 
they tried to destroy the Ukrainian 
nation. 

Despite such chicanery, however, 
the evidence available today estab- 
lishes that a genocide occurred. Ac- 
cording to survivors, the biggest fear 
of those who perished was that the 
world would never know how and 
why they died and would not care. 
Stalin and others did a good job of 
covering up the evidence. Seventy- 
five years later, the Russian Duma 
is still doing the same. Despite their 
efforts, however, the facts cannot be 
erased and it is increasingly clear 
that those who perished in Ukraine 
did so as victims of genocide. 
Andriy J. Semotiuk is an attorney 
practicing in the area of interna- 
tional law specializing in immigra- 
tion. He is a member of the bars of 
California and New York in the 
United States and Ontario, Alberta 
and British Columbia in Canada. А 


former United Nations correspon- 


dent stationed in New York, Mr. 
Semotiuk has written articles for 
Southam News Services and other 
newspapers in the United States and 
Canada. Mr. Semotiuk is a member 
of the Los Angeles Press Club and 
of the law firm of Manning and 
Marder in Los Angeles. 


Yushchenko honours two parliamentarians 


(UkrNews)— Ukrainian President Victor Yushchenko 
honoured two Canadian parliamentarians with Ukrainian 
national medals during his visit to Ottawa, May 26. 

Senator Anita Raynell Andreychuk was awarded an 
Order of Yaroslav the Wise V grade for her substantial 
contribution in development of Ukrainian-Canadian re- 
lations. 

The same award was presented to Etobicoke Centre 
MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, for his efforts in strengthen- 
ing international image of Ukraine, promotion of his- 
torical and contemporary achievements of Ukraine and 
active cooperation with the Ukrainian community 
abroad. 

Sen. Andreychuk introduced the 2003 Senate mo- 
tion calling upon the Government of Canada to declare 
the 1932-33 Famine in Ukraine a genocide, which was 
passed unanimously. 

She was named to the Senate by Governor General 
Ray Hnatyshyn on the advice of Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney in 1993 and, as such, has served on the Spe- 
cial Joint Committee for the Review of Canada’s For- 
eign Policy. She is also the Vice-Chair of the Standing 
Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs and a member of 
the Standing Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples, 
the Standing Senate Committee on Legal and Consti- 
tutional Affairs, the Standing Committee on Privileges, 
Standing Rules and Orders, and the Special Commit- 
tee on Security and Intelligence. 


The Senator has also played an active role with the 
United Way of Canada, the Big Sisters’ Association and 
the Canadian Ukrainian Professional and Business As- 
sociation, amongst others. 

Wrzesnewskyj helped in organizing and financing 
the nascent Rukh Movement (Democratic Front in 
Ukraine) in the late 1980s. In 1991 he financed and 
organized a group in support of the referendum for the 
independence of Ukraine. One of his projects was an 
underground printing press, which produced and dis- 
tributed several million pieces of pro-independence lit- 
erature in the South and East of Ukraine. Through the 
1990s Wrzesnewskyj was involved with various civil 
society and humanitarian projects in Ukraine, such as 
the building of libraries and providing scholarships for 
gifted students. 

During the 2004 presidential election crisis in 
Ukraine, Wrzesnewskyj worked tirelessly to reach all- 
party consensus in the House of Commons to support 
the struggle for democracy in Ukraine. In late 2004 he 
spearheaded a unanimously accepted House of Com- 
mons motion on Oct. 26, ап emergency debate on Nov. 
24, and another unanimously accepted motion on Nov. 
25. He initiated and was instrumental in securing the 
Government of Canada’s unprecedented commitment 
to send 500 election observers to Ukraine, under the 
auspices of the Canada Corps, for the December 2004 
presidential election. 
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Is Ukraine returning to 
Kuchma era repression? 


By Taras Kuzio 

During a television interview on May 20 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko raised the 
stakes in the worsening relations between 
President Viktor Yushchenko and herself by 
raising the question of the president’s im- 
peachment if an on-going investigation into 
the Vanco contract is proven to be corrupt. 
Two days later the Prosecutor’s office 
launched criminal charges against Davyd 
Zhvannia, a key organizer of the Orange 
Revolution, senior leader of the Peoples Self 
Defence wing of the Our Ukraine-Self De- 
fence bloc (NU-NS) and Self Defence’s (NS) 
chief financier. 

Tymoshenko asked all members of the or- 
ange coalition to ‘place their hands on the 
table and say that these hands have never sto- 
len’. The issue of corruption within the or- 
ange coalition as a pretext for its undoing is 
nothing new. In September 2005 the 
Tymoshenko government fell after presiden- 
tial secretariat head Oleksandr Zinchenko 
accused the president’s advisers, drawn from 
big business, of abuse of office. 

The spring 2008 crisis resembles that in 
September 2005 in three respects. 

First, the National Security and Defence 
Council (NRBO) was used on both occasions 
as a surrogate (anti-Tymoshenko) government. 

Second, in both instances the presidents 
deep personal dislike of Tymoshenko was 
rampant in the president’s words and actions. 

Third, economic policy, privatization, so- 
cial policies, corruption and energy divided 
Tymoshenko and Yushchenko. 

The major difference between the two or- 
ange crises lie in the different constitutions 
then in place. Currently, the president has no 
right to remove the prime minister and there- 
fore the government and coalition’s disinte- 
gration will be evolutionary — not revolu- 
tionary as in 2005. 

A more dangerous aspect to the 
Tymoshenko- Yushchenko rivalry rests over 
the return to Kuchma-era repressive tactics 
with one small caveat. If in the Kuchma era 
the regime launched a diversity of repressive 
policies against the opposition, today the 
presidential apparatus is instructing repression 
of its ostensible coalition partners. 

Tymoshenko lamented the fact that after put- 
ting so much effort into ensuring Yushchenko’s 
election in 2004, including not running for elec- 
tion, the president, “has instituted criminal pro- 
ceedings against myself, against my govern- 
ment, and against the State Treasury because 
we wanted to see the back of corruption in the 
SPF (State Property Fund). 

Repressive policies have been launched 
along three fronts. 

First, former Security Service chairman and 
NRBO secretary Yevhen Marchuk was ap- 
pointed presidential adviser on May 19. 
Marchuk is suspected of being the brains be- 
hind the Mykola Melnychenko recordings in 
Kuchma’s office in 1999-2000 to force Kuchma 
into early retirement. Marchuk was instrumen- 
tal in coordinating parliamentary opposition to 
then Deputy Prime Minister Tymoshenko’s poli- 
cies against energy corruption in the 2000-2001 
Yushchenko government that ultimately brought 
the government down. 

Second, criminal charges against the gov- 
ernment and Tymoshenko bloc (BYuT) over 
its privatization plans are defended because 
the privatization is accused of being politi- 
cally motivated to re-pay Soviet savings to 
Ukrainian citizens and thereby obtain politi- 
cal dividends for BYuT. Such accusations 
heated up in an April 14 statement by deputy 
presidential secretariat head Thor Pushkin fol- 
lowed by a very critical counter-attack two 
days later by BYuT. 

The BYuT statement used venomous lan- 
guage, that has been repeated over the Vanco 
contract, accusing the president of undertak- 
ing ‘anti-Ukrainian activities’. An NRBO 
statement accused BYuT of destabilising the 
political situation in Ukraine. 

In almost daily attacks, Baloga has retorted 
by accusing Tymoshenko of being a ‘cowardly 
charlatan’, Ukraine’s “Eva Peron’, an “uncul- 
tured pigmy’ and her constitutional proposals, 


‘directed towards the introduction in Ukraine 
of a regime similar in nature to that of Hitler’s 
Germany’. : 

A return to the use of such Soviet era rheto- 
ric against opponents resembles language 
used in a February 2001 statement accusing 
the opposition, including Tymoshenko, of 
being ‘fascists’. The statement was signed by 
Kuchma, Yushchenko and then parliamentary 
speaker Ivan Pliushch. Although elected in 
NU-NS, Pliushch refused to sign the 2007 
coalition agreement with В YuT. 

Third, proceedings to strip Davyd Zhvannia 
of his Ukrainian citizenship. Further crimi- 
nal charges may be fabricated against 
Lutsenko. 

Tymoshenko and Interior Minister Yuriy 
Lutsenko, head of NS, link the charges to the 
presidential secretariat’s plans for replacing 
the orange with a grand coalition and to 
Lutsenko’s demand, made a week earlier, for 
presidential secretariat head Viktor Baloga’s 
replacement. ‘I believe that this was politi- 
cally ordered by Mr. Baloga as a way of re- 
sponding to objective criticism of his work’, 
Lutsenko said. 

Lutsenko and NS, which controls 18 of NU- 
NS 72 deputies, has long been at odds with 
Baloga and his allies in NU-NS. The pro- 
Baloga United Center party accuses 
Lutsenko’s NS of being a ‘pro-Tymoshenko 
fifth column’ inside NU-NS and sees BYuT 
as its main opponent (not the Party of Re- 
gions). Lutsenko recently stated that NS 
would never again jointly run in an election 
with Our Ukraine. 

Lutsenko is at odds with Baloga and 
Yushchenko over the May 25 Kyiv mayoral Gnd 
council election with Lutsenko, who heads the 
NU-NS bloc in the elections, supporting the 
Tymoshenko and Vitaliy Klichko blocs in their 
opposition to Mayor Leonid Chernovetsky. 
Meanwhile, Baloga and Yushchenko have 
switched their support to the mayor after NU- 
NS refused to agree to Yushchenko’s demand 
that it form an alliance with Chernovetsky. 
Yushchenko reportedly told NU-NS of his hope 
that the Kyiv elections would become 
“Tymoshenko’s Stalingrad”. 

Another aspect to the Zhvannia case relates 
to Yushchenko’s poisoning in September 
2004. Zhvannia was the only Orange Revo- 
lution leader, other than Yushchenko, present 
at the dinner where the poison was allegedly 
administered. Ukrainian media with links to 
the presidential secretariat has recently pub- 
lished unsubstantiated rumours of Zhvannia 
as a suspect in the poisoning. 

Repression instituted by the president through 
the NRBO and presidential secretariat is seen 
as a return to tactics used in the Kuchma era. 
Our Ukraine political analyst Ihor Zhdanov 
wrote, “in recent times the law enforcement 
structures have been actively used as an instru- 
ment of political struggle similar to that used 
under former president Leonid Kuchma’. 

These developments open up long held di- 
vergent views held by Yushchenko and 
Tymoshenko over how to relate to the Kuchma 
era. Tymoshenko was astounded at how the 
president could appoint Kuchma this month a 
member of the council of advisers of Kyiv Uni- 
versity. 

“Today’s authorities” , Tymoshenko said on 
the same day her faction blocked the 
president’s annual address to parliament, 
“which came to high cabinets after the 
Maidan, is not in any way better than that 
against which we struggled, the Kuchma au- 
thorities”. Tymoshenko, whose government 
has been blocked by a two month parliamen- 
tary blockade by the Party of Regions and 
daily interference by the president and Baloga, 
said that reforms since the Orange Revolu- 
tion have been simply “empty chatter”. 

The Tymoshenko- Yushchenko rivalry is be- 
coming intense. A presidential secretariat offi- 
cial said that, “Your Yulia has created bedlam 
in the last three years and its about time we fin- 
ished once and for all with her’. Comments such 
as these cast suspicion on whether Yushchenko 
is now convinced that the only way he can win 
a second term is by destroying Tymoshenko (as 
Kuchma attempted to do in 2001-2004). 


PHOTO — NORBERT IWAN 
President Yushchenko has a face-to-face encounter with Anna Zubajy. 


Yushchenko a true hero to 


Ukrainians in Manitoba 


By Dan Lett, 
Winnipeg Free Press, May 28, 2008 

It was a perfect collision of images. 

Ukrainian President Victor Yushchenko, the 
dashing hero of the Orange Revolution, stood 
Tuesday on the west lawn of the Manitoba 
Legislative Building, basking in brilliant May 
sunshine. 

More than 1,000 Ukrainian-Canadians had 
gathered to hear Yushchenko speak, some 
hoping to be lucky enough to shake his hand. 

Yet what completed the moment was the 
towering presence of Taras Shevchenko, a 
poet and artist who is widely thought of as an 
enduring symbol of the struggles of the Ukrai- 
nian people to preserve their language and 
culture. Yushchenko stood in the shadow of 
an enormous statue of the great poet that was 
erected many years ago on the Legislative 
Building grounds. The meeting of two iconic 
figures in Ukrainian history — one contem- 
porary, the other the stuff of legend — before 
a throng of Ukrainian Canadians completed 
a circle: those who fought to express their cul- 
ture, those who kept the culture alive in far- 
away lands, and those who seek to restore that 
culture to its former glory. 

As yesterday’s event proved, there is no 
better place in the world for the trustees of 
Ukrainian culture to meet. 

The 1.2 million Ukrainians in Canada — 
with more than 150,000 of those here in 
Manitoba — give this country the largest 
population of Ukrainians outside Ukraine. Al- 
though there is some debate about which com- 
munity is the centre of Ukrainian culture in 
this country, there is no dispute Canada has 
accomplished a miracle when it comes to pre- 
serving Ukrainian culture. 

Twelve public schools in Manitoba offer 
Ukrainian-Canadian bilingual programs. The 
University of Manitoba offers an internation- 
ally recognized Ukrainian studies program. 
Canada’s principal Ukrainian cultural festi- 
val is held each year in Dauphin. Winnipeg is 
home to the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
the community’s pre-eminent lobby. Dozens 
of other community groups make expressions 


of dance, literature and music. 

The remarkable part of all this, and the sad 
truth, is that many of these institutions do not 
exist in Ukraine the way they do here. Op- 
pressors, invading forces and despots have tor- 
mented Ukraine, forcing its citizens to hide 
or abandon any claim to national identity or 
cultural creativity. 

Although Yushchenko’s hold on power is 
tenuous, he is viewed by an overwhelming 
majority of Ukrainians outside Ukraine as the 
man who will bring the stability necessary to 
allow culture to grow and evolve at home once 
again. 

Anna Zubajy certainly feels the urgency to 
not only celebrate Yushchenko’s visit, but to 
help do whatever she can to support his gov- 
ernment. The 92-year-old came to Canada in 
1950 so poor she had to borrow money from 
the visa officer to buy food. Yesterday, she 
was determined to get next to Yushchenko to 
show her support. 

Dressed in black and no more than four- 
feet tall, Zubajy snuck under a rope barrier 
behind the podium where Yushchenko was 
speaking. She was instantly surrounded by 
more than a dozen dark suits — some proto- 
col officers, others responsible for security — 
who tried gently to guide her back to the pub- 
lic area. She shook her head and refused to 
back away. 

Perhaps realizing there is no way to win an 
argument with someone of 92 years, a plan 
was quickly hatched to put Zubajy directly in 
Yushchenko’s path. When the suave president 
finally came face to face with his diminutive 
fan, it was a conversation that lasted several 
minutes. 

When he finally moved on to his motor- 
cade, Zubajy was beyond jubilant. “I kissed 
him three times and I say, ‘God Bless you,” 
Zubajy said. 

“And I say, 1 give you money and wish you 
everything good.” 

Ukrainians like Zubajy have kept the fire 
burning all these years. They hope Ukraini- 
ans like Yushchenko can light the fire again 
back home. 


Edmonton Consulate to come in Ліпе 


(UkrNews)— Ukraine plans to open a Gen- 
eral Consulate in Edmonton in June, says 
President Viktor Yushchenko. 

Yushchenko made the announcement dur- 
ing a meeting with the Ukrainian Canadian 
community in Toronto, May 28. 

He added that Ukraine plans to broaden its 
contact and cooperation with the Diaspora, 
reported the Presidential Press Service. A 
number of cultural and humanitarian projects 
are planned, he said. 

(More about the Toronto leg of the 
President’s visit in the next issue of Ukrai- 
nian News.) 

Yushchenko had originally been scheduled 
to visit Edmonton, May 26-27. 

This was cancelled after his Canadian tour 


was cut short. 

Initially he was to arrive in Ottawa, the 
evening of May 25, go to Edmonton, the 
evening of May 26, spend the morning there, 
leave for Winnipeg the afternoon of May 27, 
fly to Toronto the next morning and depart 
for Kyiv the evening of May 28. 

Instead he arrived in Ottawa the morning 
of May 26 and left Toronto the afternoon of 
May 28, which prompted his staff to cut the 
Edmonton leg. qe 

Copies of Ukrainian News, containing 
greetings to the President, which were initially 
planned to be delivered in Edmonton, were 
instead delivered to the President and his en- 
tourage in Ottawa by the Embassy of Ukraine 
in Canada. 


Yushchenko stresses 
democratic reforms 


Cont. from Page 1 


He stressed Ukraine’s recent economic 
growth and encouraged Canadian investors to 
take a more active interest in the country. 

“On May 16, Ukraine became a valid mem- 
ber of the WTO and therefore today the Ukrai- 
nian system is equal within planetary eco- 
nomic competition. This will open new pros- 
pects to enhance our foreign economic activi- 
ties and broad integration of our economy into 
the global state,” he said. 

Yushchenko also noted that Ukraine has 
firmly chosen its course for full integration 
into European and Euro-Atlantic structures 
and that accession to the European Union is 
its main target. 

“On February 17, we started official nego- 
tiations with the European Union on estab- 
lishing a free trade area between the Ukraine 
and the European Union. 

“Tn the future, we expect to create such free 
trade areas with our key partners and with our 
remarkable partners, and primarily Canada,” 
he added. 

He praised Canada for supporting Ukraine’s 
desire to join NATO noting its purpose to pre- 
vent historic tragedies from being repeated 

“When we are speaking to Ukraine’s NATO 
membership, we are speaking about genuine 
Ukrainian sovereignty.” 

Yushchenko stressed the importance of the 
partnership between Ukraine and Canada. 

“We are united by a clear political position 
on many challenges of international life. We 
have felt the efficiency of our partnership in 
recovering from the Chornobyl catastrophe. 
Ukraine will always remember the invaluable 
support provided by Canada to recover after 
the Chornobyl tragedy. 

“We are soldier partners in promoting de- 
mocracy in the world and actively cooperat- 
ing in international missions, supporting peace 
and stability throughout the world,” he said. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper noted the 
contribution of Ukrainian pioneers to 
Canada’s development. 

“Many of these settlers endured terrible 
hardships, but they prevailed and built the 
farms, families and fraternities that were vi- 
tal to the social and economic development 
of rural western Canada. 

“Today, more than a million people of 
Ukrainian origin call Canada home. 

“They include: Ed Stelmach, premier of my 
home province of Alberta; our former Gover- 
nor General Ray Hnatyshyn; a great number 
of my parliamentary colleagues from both 
chambers and all parties, many of whom of 


President Yushchenko and wife Kateryna are greeted by Governor General Michaélle Jean’s 
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President Yushchenko апа Governor General 
Michaélle Jean. 


course are here today; famed Canadian astro- 
naut Roberta Bondar; the great painter, Will- 
iam Kurelek; the late Supreme Court Justice 
John Sopinka; and more great NHL hockey 
players than I could possibly name,” he said. 

“In 1991 when it finally broke free of So- 
viet tyranny, it was Prime Minister Mulroney 
and the Government of Canada that stood first 
among the great democracies of the west to 
recognize the independence of Ukraine. 

“We celebrated Ukraine’s hard-won freedom. 
Since then, we have supported its efforts to es- 
tablish democracy, human rights and the rule 
of law, and we uphold those values to this day. 

“As you know, Mr. President, when) those 
who would turn back the clock in Ukraine tried 
to stop the Orange Revolution, all the parties 
of both houses of this Parliament and all the 
people of this nation joined with your country 
and with your courageous leadership to say, 
“Never again will Ukraine lose her freedom’ ,” 
he added. 

Harper noted that Ukraine is the only поп- 
NATO country supporting every NATO mis- 
sion in some way or other, which is why 
Canada “called upon our partners to endorse 
Ukraine’s eventual membership in NATO.” 

He added that “if any further reason were 
needed to justify Ukraine’s welcome into the 
western security partnership, it can be found 
in the darkest chapter of the country’s history” 
— the Ноіодотог. 

“That is why, in communities all across 
Canada, events are taking place to commemo- 
rate the 75th anniversary of the Holodomor. 
That is why Canada co-sponsored the Соу- 
ernment of Ukraine’s motion at UNESCO 
honouring the millions who perished in the 
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husband, Jean-Daniel Lafond, and an RCMP honour guard. 
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President Yushchenko addresses the Canadian Parliament. 


pursuit of his evil ideology. 

“In Canada, we are not afraid of history or 
the truth. That is why our government has ac- 
knowledged the injustice done to the Ukrai- 
nians interned during the first world war. 

“This month, we announced a grant to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko, to create a fund to promote the 
historic recognition of this sad chapter in 
Canada’s history. 

“Tf we know our history, we will not repeat 
its mistakes. Nor will we forget its bonds: the 
shared values and aspirations between our two 
countries, built and embodied most clearly by 


Ukrainian Canadians themselves,” Harper said. 

Upon arriving in Ottawa, President 
Yushchenko met with Governor General 
Michaélle Jean. They discussed Ukrainian- 
Canadian relations, development of Ukrainian 
culture in Canada, commemoration of the vic- 
tims of the Great Famine 1932-1933, and 
strengthening ties between the two countries. 

71 see perspectives ої Ukrainian-Canadian 
relations development in further rapproche- 
ment between our states, which will be fa- 
vored by Ukraine’s strategic course towards 
European and Euro-Atlantic integration,” 
Yushchenko said 


Support for NATO rising in 
Ukraine, says Yushchenko 


By Marco Levytsky 

Support for NATO membership is rising in 
Ukraine, says President Viktor Yushchenko. 

“When speaking about that idea, three years 
ago, only 17% of Ukrainians supported the 
idea of Ukraine’s NATO membership. At the 
end of last year, there were 32% already. The 
interactive polling that took place one and a 
half months ago has shown that there are now 
36% of people who support the NATO idea,” 
he said during a press conference with Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Stephen Harper in Ot- 
tawa, May 26. 

He added that these trends are similar to 
what happened in Poland, Bulgaria the Czech 


| Republic and other East Europe. 


“You have to remember we were under the 
communist regime for about 80 years. No 


| other country that’s now a NATO ally, includ- 


ing those in Eastern Europe has ever lived 
through such a long period of the communist 


| rule like Ukraine.” 


Ukraine and Georgia’s bid for a MATO 
Membership Action Plan was postponed dur- 
ing the alliance’s most recent summit in 
Bucharest, April 3. 

However the two countries were given 
guarantees that they will be eventually ac- 
cepted into NATO and the question will be 
raised again in December. 

Harper reaffirmed Canada’s support for 
Ukraine’s membership. 

“Canada’s position is clear,’ Harper added. 
“Tf a country wants to join NATO, the deci- 
sion is between that country and NATO. It 
isn’t a decision to be made by outsiders,” he 
said, referring to objections by Russia, which 
opposes Ukraine’s membership 

“There is a principle of mutual defence, and 
we seek to ally with countries that share our 
values,” added Harper. 

“So it is not for outsiders to be involved in 
these decisions. After this was discussed at 
NATO the great majority of members were 
in fayour of a Membership Action Plan for 
Ukraine, and it was clearly stated that one day 
Ukraine would be a member of NATO.” 

Yushchenko said that during the earlier pri- 
vate talks he held with Harper, the two lead- 


President Yushchenko and Prime Minister 
Harper at their press conference. 


ers concentrated on several major areas of bi- 
lateral cooperation: 

» Opening up a third weekly direct flight to 
Kyiv from Canada; 

» Continued Canadian technical assistance 
to Ukraine, particular stress having been 
placed upon the agricultural sector in light of 
the current world food crisis; 

¢ Health care; 

г Local governments; 

e Applying Canadian nuclear technology in 
Ukraine’s program for which negotiations 
have already begun; 

e Easing visa applications; 

» Building a new protective cover over the 
stricken Chornobyl nuclear power plant, 
which is due to start in a few weeks; and 

» Immigration issues. 

Yushchenko added that Ukraine is ready to 
assist in air transport capacity for the military 
mission in Afghanistan and that a museum for 
the Ukrainian Diaspora is planned in Ukraine. 
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Yushchenko’s Winnipeg visit ends on sweet note 


By Lindsey Wiebe, Winnipeg Free 
Press, May 28, 2008 

After a long day of photo ops, 
meetings and speeches before 
throngs of excited fans, Ukrainian 
president Victor Yushchenko 
couldn’t resist the sweet temptation 
of one last unofficial stop in 
Winnipeg. _ 

And the staff at Bee Maid Honey 
are thrilled that Yushchenko, a hero 
for local Ukrainians who happens to 
be an avid beekeeper, included an 
evening shopping trip at the 
Roseberry Street store in his busy 
one-day visit to the city Tuesday 
(May 27). 

“He bought every kind of thing 
that beekeepers use in beekeeping 
in Canada,” said surprised CEO 
Gordon Marks, who’d been warned 
the Ukrainian president might stop 
by, and knew it was really happen- 
ing when the parking lot suddenly 
filled with black cars. 

Marks said Yushchenko stayed at 
the store for close to an hour, chat- 
ting about the honey industry and 
stocking up on all manner of books, 
tools and beeswax candle-making 
equipment. 

“Tt was very strange, and very off 
the wall,” admitted Marks, who kept 
the business open past normal hours 
to accommodate Yushchenko. “But 
he seemed like a very nice man, and 
his wife was very nice and ex- 
tremely well-spoken in English.” 

The non-publicized shopping ex- 
cursion capped off a day of rock-star 
treatment for the Ukrainian presi- 
dent, who drew crowds of support- 
ers chanting his name, cheering 
madly and brandishing blue and yel- 
low flags on each leg of his trip. 

Fans crowded on the provincial 
Legislature staircase for his first stop 
of the morning, craning their necks 
to see the arriving motorcade, led by 
half a dozen police motorcycles with 
sirens blaring. The president stepped 
from his car to a burst of applause, 
blowing kisses and embracing some 
ecstatic supporters. 

“T was raised with Ukrainian cus- 


toms and culture, and I just felt the 
need to see him and hear him,” said 
Melody Calvo. The 57-year-old’s 
grandfather came to Canada from 
Ukraine in 1923, she said, and a 
photo of his arrival is immortalized 
in a gallery of Free Press pictures 
displayed at the MTS Centre. 

Yushchenko came to presidency 
in 2004 in an election marked by 
heavy protesting around Ukraine, a 
movement that become known as 
the Orange Revolution. He took 
power after initial election results 
were discarded amid reports of voter 
intimidation and electoral fraud. 

The president survived dioxin 
poisoning during the tumultuous 
election period, but now appears 
robust and healthy, his face bearing 
only traces of the poison’s original 
scarring and discolouration. 

Yushchenko’s visit to Winnipeg 
included a private meeting with Pre- 
mier Gary Doer, as well as the sign- 
ing of a memorandum of under- 
standing to encourage rural partner- 
ships and exchanges between 
Ukraine and Canada. Up to 1,000 
people, including 300 children from 
some of the Winnipeg’s bilingual 
Ukrainian schools, flooded the Leg- 
islative grounds around a monument 
to famed Ukrainian poet Taras 
Shevchenko, where Yushchenko 
gave a lengthy address in Ukrainian 
beneath a cloudless, sunny sky. 

He spoke in part about the 1932- 
33 Ukrainian famine, which the Ca- 
nadian government moved Monday 
to recognize as genocide, and said 
it took a toll on his grandmother, 
who hoarded bread long after the 
famine was over because she feared 
another. 

“She would never leave a crumb 
on the table. Up in the attic, there 
would be three or four bags of bread 
crusts,” he said. 

“Year by year, step by step, the 
truth came alive. Now we’re creat- 
ing a national register of victims of 
the Holomodor (famine).” 

Yushchenko was praised as an 
“international hero for democracy” 
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President Yushchenko speaks under the watchful gaze of Taras Shevchenko. 


PHOTO — NORBERT IWAN 
President Yushchenko and Manitoba Premier Gary Doer greet children at the provincial legislature. 


by Doer, who accompanied him as 
he waded through a sea of beaming 
faces. “It’s very exciting,” said 
Galyna Lavrov, nearly breathless 
after talking with Yushchenko face- 
to-face. “Our president!” 

71 don’t think Kate will remem- 
ber this moment,” smiled Shaun 
Becker after the president crouched 
to say hello to his 11-month-old 
daughter. Hundreds more people 
packed the University of Winnipeg’s 
Duckworth Centre Tuesday after- 
noon, where university president 
Lloyd Axworthy helped present an 


honourary law degree to the Ukrai- 
nian leader, flanked by his wife 
Kateryna. 

“I receive this decision as a sign 
of special trust and real friendship,” 
said Yushchenko at the special cer- 
emony, with the aid of a translator. 

Before the ceremony, Ira 
Vyshnevska posed for a photo with 
the president outside the U of W, af- 
ter hanging around the doors hop- 
ing to meet him. Even getting into a 
minor car accident before arriving 
at the school couldn’t dampen her 
spirits. 


“I’m so happy,” said the grinning 
University of Manitoba student, 
who moved to the city from Ukraine 
seven months ago. “I’m very glad 
to see my president here.” 

Yushchenko wrapped up his offi- 
cial activities with a quick stop at 
City Hall, joining Mayor Sam Katz 
to place candles at the base of the 
Ukraine famine memorial. 


(UkrNews/Press office of President Victor 
Yushchenko/UCC National)— While in Ot- 
tawa President Victor Yushchenko took part 
in the National Holodomor Commemoration 
International Torch ceremony on Parliament 
Hill, May 26. 

This was the culmination of a month-long 
relay which saw the torch visit cities through- 
out Canada, raising awareness of the 
Holodomor Genocide. 

Present at the event was Holodomor survi- 
vor Stepan Horlatsch who has been the car- 
rier of the torch throughout its Canadian so- 
journ. 

Horlatsch lit the Flame and passed it to a 
youth representative. 

Yushchenko then lit a candle from the 
Flame as did his wife Kateryna. 

Candles were placed at the base of a rep- 
lica of Kyiv’s Memorial to the Holodomor 
1932-1933 victims and observing a moment 
of silence 

The torch will visit over 30 countries be- 
fore ending its journey in Kyiv in November 
2009. 

Secretary of State (Multiculturalism and 
Canadian Identity) Jason Kennedy spoke at 


the event and announced that the Government 
of Canada made a decision that afternoon to 
recognize the Holodomor as a genocide 
against the Ukrainian people and that the pri- 
vate members bill now in front of the House 
of Commons which recognizes that 
Holodomor as a genocide will be passed in 
the immediate future. 

In his address, President Yushchenko 
stressed that the Great Famine of 1932-1933 
has been a well-planned genocide of the 
Ukrainian nation, executed by the totalitar- 
ian regime. 

“We believe that in 2008, when we are 
marking the 75th anniversary of the Ukrai- 
nian tragedy, the General Assembly of the UN 
will say its important word of truth”, added 
Victor Yushchenko expressing hope for 
world’s recognition of Holodomor as a geno- 
cide. 

Also participating were Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress National President Paul Grod, 
several Canadian parliamentarians, diplomats, 
representatives of the Ukrainian community. 

After the ceremony President Victor 
Yushchenko took part in a State Dinner hosted 
by Governor General Michaélle Jean and her 


Vernon community remembers 


By Cara Brady, 
Vernon Morning Star, May 11, 2008 

The Holodomor was not the first time food 
was used as a weapon of war and it was not 
the last. Ukrainians around the world are 
marking the 75th anniversary of the 1932/33 
famine/genocide against their people by the 
Soviet government as a way to remember the 
victims and create awareness of current fam- 
ine/genocides. 

The Holodomor Remembrance flame made 
a stop in Vernon on its way across the world 
to finish in the Ukrainian capitol of Kyiv in 
November. Stefan Horlatsch, a survivor of the 
Holodomor, which means hunger suffering, 
who is escorting the flame in Canada, carried 
the torch from the Vernon court house to city 
hall. He was joined by representatives of the 
local Ukrainian community and clergy from 
Ukrainian churches in Vernon, Kamloops and 
Kelowna. 

Roman Chez, president of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, Vernon Branch, was the 
master of ceremonies and Miron Balych read 
the history of the Holodomor. 

“In the early 1930s, in the very heart of 
Europe — in a region considered to be 
Europe’s breadbasket — Stalin’s Communist 
regime committed a horrendous act of geno- 
cide against up to 10 million Ukrainians... 
The Holodomor was geographically focused 
for political ends. it stopped precisely at the 
Ukrainian-Russian ethnographic border. The 
borders were strictly patrolled by the military 
to prevent starving Ukrainians from crossing 
into Russia in search of bread.... The Ukrai- 
nian population was reduced by as much as 
25 рег сепі.... The Soviet government refused 
to acknowledge to the international commu- 
nity the starvation in Ukraine and tumed down 
assistance offered by various countries and 
international relief organizations.... 

“We hope that when this flame finds its last 


Youth representative speaks during the Vernon ceremony. 


resting place in Kyiv the world will proclaim 
the Holodomor of 1932/33 as a genocide.” 

About 50 people, including an honour guard 
of young members of the Sadok Ukrainian 
Dancers, watched and listened as Michael 
Zozula and Katherine Zozula, children of the 
late Antonina Zozula of Vernon, read from her 
memories of the famine written when she was 
90. \ 

“Tt is very hard for me to talk about those 
two years, because I still clearly see the faces 
of the suffering people and their dying words 
ring in my ears. Seventy years later, I remem- 
ber this famine and I can’t sleep.... Death was 
everywhere. No family escaped the horror,” 
she wrote in part. 

Vernon Mayor Wayne Lippert and Andrea 
Malysh, of the Ukrainian Community Civil 
Liberties Association of Canada and leader 
of the Sadok Ukrainian Dancers, accepted the 
flame on behalf of the community. 

“The whole point of the flame is to bring 
this out into the open as part of history to be 
acknowledged, as all genocides should be. We 
want to make people aware that food is still 
being used as a weapon today and genocide 
is happening. We need to care about it and 
help make sure it is stopped,” said Malysh. 

Bobbie Catt brought her children, Madison, 
eight, Hayden, five, and Jorja, three, all mem- 
bers of the Sadok Ukrainian Dancers to the 
ceremony. 

“It’s good for them to learn this, as much 
as they can understand. Andrea (Malysh) is 
excellent in teaching them the history and cul- 
ture as well as dance,” she said. 

Horlatsch, a retired teacher now living in 
Toronto, was a child during the Holodomor, 
and lost many family members. He has dedi- 
cated his life to promoting the cause of free- 
dom. 

“Nowhere in the world should anyone ever 
go hungry again,” he said. 
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Yushchenko oversees Flame’s last stop і in Canada 


PHOTO — PRESS SERVICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE 
President Viktor Yushchenko and his wife Kateryna shield their candles after lighting them 
from the torch of Luda Monchak. 


husband Jean-Daniel Lafond, in his and his 
Kateryna’s honor. 

In his toast Yushchenko stressed that Ukrai- 
nian-Canadian friendship has a long tradition 
therefore possesses potential for further de- 
velopment. 


“Similarity of approaches towards resolu- 
tion of most of global problems determine 
active cooperation between Ukraine and 
Canada on international scene, including in 
promotion of fundamental human rights, prin- 
ciples of liberty and democracy”, he added. 


Niagara Ukrainian Canadians 
remember 10 million lost to famine 


By Monique Beech, 
St. Catharines Standard, May 23, 2008 

Lidia Prokomenko remembers eating 
acorns and chewing grass to survive, and 

watching her neighbours die, during the 
Ukrainian famine of 1932-33. 

Now 83 and living in St. Catharines, 
Prokomenko was just eight years old when 
she witnessed dead bodies strewn on the 
streets of her childhood hometown of Kharkiv. 

“It was worse than anything,” said 
Prokomenko. “It was worse than the (Second 
World) war.” 

Ukrainians call the event Holodomor, a 
genocide: a deliberate attempt to eliminate 
Ukrainians by starvation by Soviet Union 
communist leader Joseph Stalin. 

It’s widely believed Stalin ruthlessly insti- 
gated a famine in the Ukraine by imposing 
extremely high grain quotas and confiscating 
supplies down to the last seed. 

On Thursday evening (May 22), about 100 
local Ukrainian-Canadians gathered at St. 
Catharines city hall to mark the 75th anniver- 
sary of the famine by lighting candles and call- 
ing on Ottawa to formally recognize the event 
as a genocide. 

For many years there’s been a debate among 
politicians over whether to call the tragic event 

— which took an estimated 10 million lives 
— a genocide. 

In 2003, the Senate 
of Canada voted to 
recognize the famine 
as a genocide and en- 
courage historians, 
educators and parlia- 
mentarians to include 
the true facts of the 
famine in future edu- 
cational material. 

For years, the So- 


tempted to hide or 


said Olenka Choly, 
20, of St. Catharines, 
who spoke at the 


“We urge the gov- 


genocide of the 
Ukrainian people,” 
Choly said. 

There are 35 Holo- 


For years, many 


afraid to speak about Tkachenko. 


Stefan Horlatsch passes the Flame to Leopold Ki limm, the great grand- 
son of a Holodomor survivor. On their left is another survivor, Fedir 


the forced starvation out of fear for relatives 
who remained under the power of the Soviet 
Union, said Alexandra Sawchuk, who is a 
member of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
St. Catharines branch. 

That changed in 1991, when the Ukraine 
gained independence from the Soviet Union, 
she said. 

“Tt’s so painful, what happened to them,” 
Sawchuk said. 

“They must speak to it.” 

The Ukraine was widely considered the 
bread basket of the world until the famine, 
said Walt Lastewka, former St. Catharines MP. 

“Everything was taken away. It’s a geno- 
cide that we never wish to see repeated on 
this planet.” 

St. Catharines MPP Jim Bradley, St. 
Catharines Mayor Brian McMullan and 
Welland MP John Maloney also attended. 

To draw raise awareness of the famine, an 
International Holodomor Remembrance 
Flame was created to mark the 75th anniver- 
sary and encourage the global community to 
recognize the tragedy. 

The flame, which will travel to 33 coun- 
tries before landing in the Ukraine in Novem- 
ber, made a stop in St. Catharines Thursday. 

Survivor Stefan Horlatsch, 87, of Toronto 
brought the eternal flame to the Garden City 
and is escorting it across Canada. 
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Stefan Horlatsch holds the Flame. To his left are youth representative Anya Zalucky (CYM) 
and Michael пуску (President Calgary UCC); on his right are Ric McIvar (Calgary Alder- 


man) and Kathy Bohdan. 


Holodomor Flame 
glows in Calgary sunset 


By Halya Wilson, 
Past President, UCC Calgary 

The International Holodomor Flame arrived 
in Calgary from Red Deer the evening of May 
Pe 

Calgary’s monument erected to the memory 
of lost lives during the Holodomor, rests on 
the north side of the Bow River on Memorial 
Drive and Edmonton Trail. The trees lining 
the sides of Memorial Drive serve as a living 
testament to the many soldiers who died dur- 
ing World War I. 

It is at this important city infrastructure that 
the monument to the millions who were 
starved in Ukraine’s Holodomor stands and 
where the Remembrance Flame was lit 

The Ukrainian community gathered at St. 
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Parish from 
where the procession with flags to the 
Holodomor Monument began. Present were 
representatives and members of various 
Ukrainian organizations of Calgary as well 
as the Ukrainians from every generation and 
time of arrival in Canada. At the Holodomor 
Monument, UCC president, Michael IInycky 
welcomed everyone who was present and ex- 
plained the world action “Keep the Flame 
Alive”, as well as introducing the Holodomor 
survivor, Stefan Horlatsch who laid a wreath 
to the victims of the Holodomor 1932-33. 

Father Taras Krochak from the St. 
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Congregation 
and Rey. Serhiy Harahuc from the Assump- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish conducted a prayer service for 
the innocent victims of this tragedy. 

Representatives of all three levels of govern- 
ment expressed the importance of never forget- 
ting such a tragedy or letting it happen again, 
from the Federal Government, MP Deepak 
Obhrai, Provincial MLA, Teresa Woo-Paw and 
Calgary City Alderman, Ric McIver. 

Representing the Ukrainian government the 
Consul General from Toronto Oleksandr 
Danyleyko, greeted those attending with the 
following words, “This year Ukraine and all 
Ukrainians around the world commemorate 
the 75" anniversary of the Holodomor in 
Ukraine, the great famine, one of the worst 
human catastrophes in the history of mankind 
which was planned and executed by the to- 
talitarian regime. 

“Today in Calgary the remembrance flame 
is being lit to honour the memory of millions 
of innocent victims of the Holodomor. This 
flame started in Australia in April, will travel 
around the globe to remind the world of the 
terrible disaster which happened in Ukraine 
75 years ago, to make people and govern- 
ments of foreign countries aware of the hu- 
man crime made by the soviet regime against 
the Ukrainian nation. To unite all Ukrainians 

in our sorrow for our brothers and sisters tor- 


tured to death by starvation. In our efforts to 
make the Holodomor recognized as genocide 
by the international society, Ukraine remem- 
bers, the world acknowledges. 

“Tt is not only an idea of the Eternal Flame 
committee but also the President of Ukraine, 
the government and the ministry of foreign af- 
fairs and all Ukrainians around the world. 
“Why Ukraine remembers? Because during the 
years 1932, 1933 Ukraine lost millions of its 
sons and daughters almost one quarter of the 
population, not on the battlefields but on the 
fields of grain, devastated by the Stalin regime, 
because Ukrainian villages their own land of 
Ukrainian farmers became the prisons built by 
the communists where Ukrainians came to their 
death. It was a deliberate action of the totalitar- 
ian regime to erase national memory, to elimi- 
nate the Ukrainian nation. 

“Why should the world acknowledge? Be- 
cause the Holodomor was the most horrible 
crime not only against the Ukrainian nation it 
was a crime against humanity which has to 
be condemned by the international society. 
Even now in the 21" century there are real 
threats of genocide and we should prevent 
even the smallest possibilities of such crimes 
to be repeated in the future. 

UCC National President Paul Grod, noted 
the active participation of the youth, in this 
action. He stressed the importance of spread- 
ing the truth about the horrible facts of the 
Holodomor. 

On behalf of all the youth, Anya Zalucky 
accepted the torch from Horlatsch pledging 
to always keep the memory of the innocent 
victims in their hearts and to work tirelessly 
to make the world remember about these 
tragic events and to declare them a genocide 
against the Ukrainian people. 

A “Holodivka” was held by the senior youth 
of CYM and PLAST, after the commemora- 
tion. Calgary СУМІ have mounted a large ban- 
ner of the poster on the Youth Centre 
“Domivka” of the Ukrainian Youth Associa- 
tion CYM which will remain on the building 
until November 2008. Also a banner on Me- 
morial Drive just off the Langevin Bridge with 
the words, “Ukrainians Remember — The 
World Acknowledges HOLODOMOR Ukrai- 
nian Famine-Genocide 1932 - 1933” was dis- 
played for all those passing by to see why the 
commemoration was being held. 

Standing within view of the Calgary Tower, 
one could not help but reminisce about the 
evenings when the torch on the tower shone 
on the youth from all over the world, who 
were attending CYM Olympic Tabir. Twenty 
years ago our youth was rallying for a free 
and democratic Ukraine during the awards 
ceremonies on Olympic Plaza singing *Shche 
Ne Vmerla Ukraina, “ while the Soviet An- 
them was being played. 
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Holodomor survivors mark 
ТУШ anniversary in Windsor 


By Melissa Dunne, 
The Windsor Star, May 23, 2008 

If not for finding some buried dead horses 
and empty corn husks, Stefanie Korostil and 
most of her family may not have made it 
through the Ukrainian genocide. 

Korostil was only 12 when her family had 
to survive on horse and ground-up husks, 
mixed with tree leaves. 

Many of her neighbors, near the Dnipro 
River about 321 kilometres south of Kyiv in 
Ukraine, resorted to eating human corpses, 
pets and grass to stay alive during the Ukrai- 
nian genocide in the mid-1930s. 

Eventually, Korostil would lose six rela- 
tives, including one of her two brothers, to 
the genocide, also known as the Holodomor. 

“There was no bread, no nothing,” recalled 
Korostil after a ceremony in Jackson Park 
Friday (May 23), aimed at raising awareness 
of the Holodomor. “People were dying ev- 
erywhere . . . the bodies were everywhere.” 

This period in Soviet history was kept si- 
lent for decades. 

From 1932-1933 approximately seven mil- 
lion Ukrainians were starved to death in what 
is called the breadbasket of Europe. 

It was an act of genocide designed to un- 
dermine the social basis of Ukrainian national 
resistance. 

Mainly peasants and farmers, like Korostil’s 
family, were stripped of all of their food, ani- 
mals, and most of their possessions. 

At the height of the genocide, Ukrainian 
villagers were dying at the rate of 17 per 
minute, 1,000 per hour, 25,000:per day. 

Now, as the only known survivor of the 
genocide living in Windsor, Korostil does her 
part to pressure the local, national, and inter- 
national community to publicly acknowledge 
the Holodomor as an act of genocide, not a 


famine. 

As part of this movement to raise aware- 
ness an international remembrance flame is 
currently travelling across 33 countries lead- 
ing up to the 75th anniversary of the geno- 
cide this November. 

When the flame came to Windsor Friday 
(May 22)about 50 people, along with Brian 
Masse (NDP — Windsor West) and Joe 
Comartin (NDP — Windsor-Tecumseh), held 
a ceremony at the Holodomor Monument in 
Jackson Park, which was erected in 2005 to 
commemorate the 72nd genocide anniversary. 

In Canada a national bill to recognize the 
Holomodor as a genocide and to designate an 
official annual day of remembrance is set to 
be approved just before the 75th anniversary 
this fall. 

“Seventy-five years is far too long for rec- 
ognition,” said Masse, at the Jackson Park 
event. “It’s an issue that affects everybody and 
it has to be acknowledged, not just by goy- 
ernment, but by humanity.” 

The Soviets denied the famine until 1989, 
when then-president Mikhail Gorbachev 
spoke publicly of the tragedy. 

Despite everything Korostil has built a rich 
life for herself in Windsor. 

With Hitler’s invasion of Russia in 1942, 
Korostil was shipped to Bavaria to a slave 
labour camp. 

After the war, Stefanie married, and emi- 
grated first to the U.S., and later to Canada. 

She went on to have three children with her 
husband, who passed away last month, three 
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. 

But the events of her early life still haunt 
her. 

"І remember everything,” said Korostil, 
now an octogenarian. “People eating people 
— you don’t forget.” 
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Sevastopol 


STUDENT TOUR 


DNIPRO CRUISE + гук 8 Yaremche 
via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
Tour Guide: Dr. Adriana Helbig 
18 Day All Inclusive 

Odesa, Sevastopol, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Kaniv and 
Kyiv. See all of Ukraine and end this trip iln Lviv. From L'viv 
take a 2 day bus tour to Yaremche, Bukovel and Kolomyja 
Only ONE departure: Jun 13-30. 2008 
Recommended YOUTH TOUR - but others welcomed! 


BEST OF UKRAINE 
via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
14 Day All inclusive Tour 

A lovely combination of Odesa, Crimea, Kyiv and L’viv 


with extensive sightseeing of Yalta, Bakchysaray, 
Sevastopol and Chersonesus . 


tw from $3925 


tw from $3925 


| Depasues Jun 04, Jul 16 and Sep 17, 2008 


MINI UKRAINE 


via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
10 Days All inclusive Tour 


4 


tw from $2900 


Kyiv апа L’viv + Yaremche — the two “capitals” of Ukraine 
This tour allows time for self exploration and permits for one/ 
two day excursions to surrounding areas. A wonderful 2 day 
exc. into the Carpathian Mts. makes this the best experience! 


Departures: May 17, Jul 11, Aug 22 and Sep 11, 2008. 
HUTSUL FESTIVAL TOUR 

via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 

13 Day All Inclusive Tour tw $3375 


This year, the Hutsul Festival is in Vyzhnytsia and brings 
together the finest dancers, entertainers and craftmakers 


UKRAINE tae Day Celebrations and L’viv! 
| ———_— | em ont semnce_ainz.ans_—_—_—__ 
co t | WESTERN UKRAINE + Krakow 
3 --Ї о a via Czech Airlines from New York 
бо 2, ™s| 15 Day All Inclusive Tour tw $4075 
"ож і у Kyiv, L’viv, Yaremche and Chernivtsi - the two capitals 


Scope Travel Inc. 101 S. Centre St. So. Orange, NJ 07079 


Phone: 973-378-8998 


www.scopetravel.com 


from the region, This tour includes Kyiv for Independence 


of Ukraine + Carpathian Mts and Bukovyna - also includes: 
Ivano Frankivsk, Kolomyja and Kamianets Podilsky 


Departures: Jun 25 and Aug 06, 2008 


Toll Free: 877-357-0436 
scope@scopetravel.com 
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Не визнані і He реабілітовані 


На Прикарпатті відзначатимуть 65- 
річчя створення дивізії «Галичина» 


Галина Добош, Радіо Свобода 

Івано-Франківськ, 21 травня 2008 - У 
третю неділю травня в Галичині відзнач- 
ають День героїв. Напередодні в обласній 
філармонії відбудеться академія з нагоди 
65-річчя створення Першої Української 
дивізії Української Національної Армії 
«Галичина». Хоча героями їх не визнають 1 
не хочуть реабілітовувати. 

В останньому шкільному підручнику 
історії «є кілька слів про дивізію 1 кілька 
рядків про УПА». «Україна дотепер ду- 
ховно ще в колонії», - зазначає голова обл-- 
асної станиці Галицького братства колиш-- 
ніх вояків Першої Української дивізії 
Української Національної Армії «Гали-- 
чина» Володимир Малкош. 

Вони називають себе дивізійниками, не 
погоджуються з визначенням «колабо- 
ранти» і наголошують, що хоч були в чу- 
жих мундирах, але відзнаки мали 
українські. - 

Дивізія СС «Галичина» була регіональ- 
ним явищем, із вихідців з Львівської, 
Тернопільської, Станіславської областей. 
Офіцери - з Української Народної Армії, 
Українських Січових Стрільців, чимало 
було східняків. Найбільше несприйняття — 
через оту абревіатуру «СС». 

Наголошують, що дивізія «Галичина» 
належала до фронтових частин війська СС, 
а злочини чинили німецькі охоронні 
частини. 

В Івано-Франківську живе 15 колишніх 
дивізійників, в області - 71. Коли ж 
створювали станицю, було на дві сотні 
більше. Зараз наймолодшому 30 років, 
найстаршому - 98. Володимир Малкош 
сумнівається, що вони зможуть приїхати 
на урочистості до Івано-Франківська. 

«Я не знаю, чи хтось взагалі приїде, тому 
що це переважно інваліди. Крім того, 
дивізійники в незалежній Україні не 
реабілітовані, і ці роки, що були репре- 
совані, не зараховані їм до пенсії. Вони 
мають дуже маленькі пенсії», - зауважив 
Володимир Малкош. 

У самого ж пана Малкоша пенсія 513 
гривень. Має ще невелику доплату від 
місцевої влади, бо після розгрому дивізії 
«Галичина» під Бродами вступив до УПА. 
За це 10 років відсидів у Норильському 
каторжанському концтаборі. 

Спроба влади Івано-Франківська 7 років 
тому визнати ветеранів дивізії «Галичина» 
борцями за волю України закінчилася 
нічим, хіба викликала протести не лише в 
Україні. Тож, за словами Володимира Мал-- 


коша, надії на визнання не мають, хоча в 
Латвії та Естонії таких ветеранів вважають 
героями. 

Ветерани-дивізійники є асоційованими 
членами Братства УПА та Всеукраїн- 
ського об'єднання ветеранів, яке очолює 
Ігор Юхновський. 

Непримириму позицію займають члени 
іншої організації - ветерани Радянської 
армії. Якщо її місцеві представники до BO— 
skis УПА ставляться помірковано, наголо-- 
шують, що згідно з законом, ті, хто був в 
УПА і не робив злочини, а потім воював у 
лавах Радянської армії, отримали статус 
«ветеранів Великої Вітчизняної війни», то 
до дивізійників ставлення негативне. 

Голова обласної ради ветеранів Анатолій 
Ромась зауважив: «Безумовно, що до цих 
людей ставлення жорсткіше, тому що вони 
все-таки воювали безпосередньо, були 
сформовані у військову одиницю, озброєні 
німецькою армією чи німецькою владою і 
воювали проти Радянської армії, в тому 
числі і проти тих людей, які з західних 
областей були мобілізовані в Радянську 
армію. Тому ставлення негативне». 

Громадські організації Галицький істо- 
рико-політологічний центр та Центр 
національного відродження імені Степана 
Бандери провели в Івано-Франківську 
кілька наукових конференцій загальної 
тематики «Ідеологія українського націо- 
налізму на сучасному етапі» за участю 
науковців зі східних областей. Та коли 
заходила мова, чи не зробити окрему кон-- 
ференцію про дивізію «Галичина», від 
багатьох чули категоричне: «не приїду». 
Голова правління історико-політологічного 
центру кандидат історичних наук Сергій 
Адамович вважає, що ця замовчувана 
сторінка історії потребує детального вив-- 
чення і висвітлення. 

«Бо якщо УПА є такою дратівливою 
темою на Сході, то дивізійників взагалі 
використовують як пугало. Це такий 
додатковий елемент для неукраїнських 
елементів, неукраїнських організацій, щоб 
створити негативний імідж заходу України. 
Тому необхідне детальне вивчення, щоб 
зняти можливість для маніпуляцій і BAKO— 
ристання цього проти України», — 
наголошує Сергій Адамович. 

Він вважає, що відзначення 65-річчя 
дивізії «Галичина» на Прикарпатті пройде 
спокійно, але прогнозує, що деякі політичні 
сили це використають, оприлюднивши 
заяви протесту. 


СБУ викрила в Києві російську 
схему підкупу виборців «Вавілон» 


(УНІАН)- Президент України Віктор 
Ющенко доручив Генеральній прокуратурі 
України та Службі безпеки України поїн-- 
формувати громадян про кримінальну від- 
повідальність за продаж своїх голосів на 
виборах. 

Як повідомляє прес-служба Президента, 
про це йшлося на зустрічі Президента Ук- 
раїни Віктора Ющенка з Генеральним 
прокурором Олександром Медведьком та 
т.в.о. голови СБУ Валентином Наливай-- 
ченком 19 травня. Na 

Обговорюючи дотримання законодав - 
ства під час виборчої кампанії у Києві, 
Президент поставив вимогу оперативно 
зреагувати на прояви порушення законів і 
припинити масштабну корупцію. 

«Незалежно від того, про яку політичну 
силу йдеться, цього у Києві, як і будь-де в 
Україні, не повинно бути. Це питання вашої 
честі - виконати закон», - сказав Прези- 
дент. 

Він підкреслив, що винні у вчиненні Ta— 
ких дій повинні нести відповідальність згід-- 
но з чинним українським законодавством. 

Т.в.о. голови СБУ повідомив, що Служ-- 
бою безпеки задокументовано 35 випадків 


підкупу виборців і викрито схему підкупу 
виборців під назвою «Вавілон», яка є 
розробкою російських політтехнологів. 

Генеральний прокурор повідомив, що 
Прокуратурою міста Києва порушено одну 
кримінальну справу за статтею 157 - 
перешкоджання здійсненню права людей на 
вибір, а також проводяться ще 2 перевірки, 
за якими сьогодні буде прийнято рішення 
про порушення кримінальних справ. 

Глава держави також поставив завдання 
до силовиків виступити із прес-конфе- 
ренцію, під час якої оприлюднити основні 
схеми підкупу виборців та застерегти 
людей про відповідальність за вчинення 
таких дій. 

«ТІ, хто провадив цю схему, повинні 3pa— 
зу нести відповідальність, щоб їхня діяль-- 
ність не поширювалася. На порушення ви-- 
борчого законодавства, розквіт політичної 
корупції, який зараз існує на київських 
виборах, незалежно від кольору прапора, 
ви повинні давати належну правову 
оцінку», - сказав Ющенко. 

Глава держави також поставив завдання 
розслідувати фінансування політичної 
реклами. 
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Потічний, Юліян Котляр. Стоять зліва направо: Михайло Бохно, Іван Росіл, Наталія 
Солтис, Богдан Пасічник, Микола Кулик, Петро Мицак, Осип Жигар, Омелян Цилюпа, 
Роман Кулик, Михайло Мігус, Микола Кошик. Відсутня на знимці: Параня Грицай . 


Літопис УПА - збереження 
історичної пам'яті 


10 травня у приміщенні УНО при 145 
Evans Ave у Торонто відбулося ХХ ХП 
Пленарне засідання Видавництва "Літопис 
УПА". 

Присутні - 17 членів видавничого комі- 
тету, а також гості - кінорежисер Христина 
Котляр та Зеня Брозина. Цьогоріч ново- 
обраним головою став Юліян Котляр, який 
відкрив засідання, вшанувавши славну 
пам'ять тих, хто у звітному році відійшли 
у вічність - голова сл.п. Лев Футала з США 
та сл.п. Микола Май з Вінніпегу, Заступ- 
ником голови обрано Мирона Лущака з 
Чікаго, в члени - Степана Рогатинського 
та до адміністрації — Наталію Солтис. 

Після відкриття слідувала насичена 
пррама засідання - прочитання звітів, 
вирішення видавничих справ, прийняття та 
ухвалення рішень. У свому обширному 
звіті проф. Петро Потічний представив 
видавничі плани Літопису на 2008 рік, 
згідно з якими у підготові знаходяться 7 


наступних томів. Голоний адміністратор 
Микола Кулик детально прозвітував про 
справи адміністративні та фінансові. Про 
діяльність ТЗОВ Літопису УПА, очолю-- 
ваного д-ром Iropom Гомзяком та Бла- 
годійного Фонду ім. Володимира Макара 
під керівництвом Миколи Посівнича 
детально описано у річних звітах. Оскільки 
щоразу в Україні та за її межами стають 
все більш доступними унікальні архівні 
матеріали, дотепер нігде не опубліковані, 
важливими в процесі вирішення були 
фінансові справи. 

У 2008 році в-ву Літопис УПА випов-- 
нилось 35 років діяльності. За цей час 
видано 67 томів - 46 в Основній серії, 11 в 
Новій, 9 в серії Бібліотека та том Пов-- 
станські могили. Додатково інші видання. 
З кінцем цього року повинно появитися ще 
3 томи, залежно від надходження фінансів 
у формі фундацій та пожертв. 


У центральному будинку СБУ 
відкрилася фотовиставка «УПА 


(УНІАН)--27 травня у центральній 
будівлі Службі безпеки України в Києві 
відкрилася фотовиставка «Українська 
Повстанська Армія. Історія нескорених». 

Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, вис- 
тавка є спільним проектом СБУ та Центру 
досліджень визвольного руху за сприяння 
Українського інституту національної 
пам'яті. 

На експозиції представлені понад півти-- 
сячі фотографій, документи з радянських 
і німецьких архівних джерел, внутрішні 
документи ОУН 1 УПА. 


«Усі розсекречені документи з історії yK— . 


раїнського визвольного руху та його про- 
тистояння тоталітарному комуністичному 
режиму свідчать про те, що український 
визвольний рух мав антирадянську спря- 
мованість та загальноєвропейське значен-- 


ня. Проте протягом багатьох десятиліть 
тема ОУН i УПА була предметом полі- 
тичних спекуляцій та ідеологічного міфо-- 
творення з боку комуністичного режиму», 
- зазначив тимчасовий виконувач обо-- 
в'язків голови СБУ Валентин Наливай-- 
ченко, відкриваючи виставку. 

Під час відкриття експозиції від імені 
колегії СБУ було нагороджено нагрудним 
знаком "Почесна зірка Служби безпеки 
України» сина головного командира УПА 
Романа Шухевича Юрія Шухевича, ве- 
теранів УПА Мирослава Симчича і Cre— 
пана Семенюка. 

Для широкого загалу виставка демон-- 
струватиметься з 2 червня у приміщенні 
Центру культури і мистецтв СБУ (вул. 
Ірининська, 6), а потім буде представлена 
в усіх регіонах України. 


Москва заборонила в'їзд українським урядовцям 


(BBC Окгаїпіап)- -Україна та Росія 
повернулися до відкритої практики так 
званих чорних списків громадян, яким 
забороняють в'їзд на територію своїх 
держав. 

Міністерство закордонних справ у Моск-- 
ві оголосило, що у зв'язку з проголошенням 
московського мера Юрія Лужкова небажа-- 
ною особою на українській території, 
російська сторона вдається до відповідних 
дій проти України. 

Російський речник повідомив, що 3a00— 
рона на в'їзд стосуватиметься українських 
політиків, чиї дії та заяви, як сказано, 
шкодять Росії. 

Першим українським політиком, якого 
голосили не бажаним в Росії названо 
заступника міністра юстиції України 
Євгена Корнійчука. 

"Враховуючи, що він заявив у своєму 
публічному виступі, ми припускаємо, що 
він не планує відвідувати Росію", - заявив 
сьогодні офіційний представник МЗС Росії 


Андрій Нестеренко. 

Служба безпеки України 12 травня 
заборонила мерові Москви Юрію Лужкову 
в'їзд до України через його вислови щодо 
Севастополя. 

11 травня в Севастополі на урочистостях 
з нагоди 225-річчя Чорноморського флоту 
РФ Юрій Лужков заявив, що питання 
державної належності Севастополя «зали-- 
шилося невирішеним», і Росія це питання 
вирішуватиме на користь свого «держав-- 
ного права». 

Євген Корнійчук в інтерв'ю газеті "Сей- 
час" 19 травня заявив, що було б логічно 
поставити питання про оголошення 
Володимира Путіна персоною нон-грата в 
Україні. 

Минулого року Москва ти Київ оголо-- 
шували, що відмовляються від практики 
заборон на в'їзд з політичних причин, але 
про випадки недопущення українських 
громадян на територію Росії повідомлялося 
і до сьогоднішнього оголошення. 
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Patriarch Husar praises 
Canada’s UC Church 


(UkrNews)— His Beatitude Patri- 
arch Cardinal Lubomyr Husar 
praised the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Canada for continuing to 
press on with their work despite ad- 
verse circumstances, during a ban- 
quet in his honour in Edmonton, 
May 27. 

“What really, really pleased me 
during the course this encounter was 
that, under the circumstances in 
which our Church, our community 
and you find yourselves in, you are 
seeking means by which best to, that 
you to pass on the authority of the 
Holy Faith,” he said, speaking in 
Ukrainian. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
like many others has found itself 
faced with declining membership in 
recent years. 

Patriarch Lubomyr said what was 
particularly encouraging was that 
the church did not simply accept this 
reality and look back at where it was 
50 years ago, but sought to find ways 
of coping with today’s situation. 

“For me this is a great spiritual 
accomplishment,” he said, adding 
this is news he will bring back with 
him to Ukraine. 

The banquet at the Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre was held in con- 
junction with “Encounter 2008”, a 
gathering of over 160 priests, dea- 
cons, sisters, monks and wives of 
clergy (dobdrodiyky) from across 
Canada for a two-day conference, 
May 26-28 

Patriarch Lubomyr emphasized 
the theme of the Encounter — evan- 
gelization, noting the bold statement 
approach taken by the late Pope 
John Paul П with his call for a new 
evangelization. 

Evangelization, said Patriarch 
Lubomyr, is all about “the passing 


Patriarch Husar 


of the Holy Faith.” 

Patriarch Lubomyr also had some 
words of advice for Saskatoon’s 
Eparch-elect Bryan Bayda C.Ss.R. 

Don’t do anything about the 
weather, but “try to keep the hearts 
of the people in Saskatchewan 
warm’, he offered. 

Greeting Patriarch Lubomyr on 
his 75th birthday and his 50 years 
of priesthood, Dobrodiyka Halyna 
Chirovsky thanked him "бог being 
such an inspiration to us all, a 
humble prayer warrior — one who 
makes time in each day not only to 
bring his cares and needs before the 
Lord, but takes time to truly listen 
to the Holy Spirit.” 

“They say that suffering brings 
holiness. We know that your physi- 
cal eyesight has been challenged of 
late but we also know that now you 
are better equipped to hear God’s 
word, because you sense of hearing 
is heightened,” she added 


Patriarch Lubomyr was born in 
Lviv on Feb. 26, 1933 and ordained 
in the United States on March 30, 
1958. 

Dobr. Chiroysky also referred to 
his 18 years as a “secret bishop”, 
from 1977 when he was consecrated 
in the Castel Gandolfo chapel by 
Patriarch Josyf Slipyj without the 
papal permission (apostolic man- 
date) in an act which caused many 
irritations in the Roman Curia, as 
Roman Canon Law requires papal 
permission for the consecration of 
a bishop, but not Eastern Canon 
Law, until 1995, when he was 
elected by the Synod of Bishops of 
the Ukrainian Church as exarch of 
the archiepiscopal exarchy of Kyiv 
and Vyshhorod in and confirmed by 
the Pope the following year. 

“Tt was just not God’s time yet, 
for you to be recognized fully as 
bishop. 

“Isn’t it amazing how our Lord 
works? We cannot understand His 
Wisdom and how only in the full- 
ness of God’s time do things come 
to pass,” she said. 

Dobr. Chirovsky thanked Patri- 
arch Lubomyr for being that ex- 
ample of God’s unifying, healing 
love”, adding: “We pledge to follow 
in your footsteps by committing to 
a deeper daily personal prayer life, 
by committing to participating more 
fully in the Holy Mysteries; by 
reaching out to others and inviting 
them to join us in prayer and com- 
munity.” 

The musical side of the program 
was provided by the St. Nicholas 
Parish Youth Choir, the 
“Kheruvymy” female quartet and 
the “Re Minor” male quintet. 

Jim Nakonechny served as Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies. 


Stadnyk receives journalism awards 


(CFUS)—The Canadian Founda- 
tion for Ukrainian Studies (CFUS) 
is happy to announce that Alexandra 
Stadnyk of Toronto is the 2008 re- 
cipient of both the Stephania 
Bubniuk Award in Journalism Stud- 
ies and the Olga Wirsta Award in 
Communications, Journalism and 
Media Studies. 

Stadnyk is a recent graduate of the 
Master of Arts in Journalism Pro- 
gram at the University of Western 


Ontario. Her interest in journalism - 


was sparked by Ukraine’s Orange 
Revolution of 2004-5, when she 
was motivated to write about the 
events taking place in Ukraine for 
the mass media in Waterloo, Ont. As 
a journalism student, Stadnyk con- 
tributed to various local newspapers. 
She profiled Ukrainian-American 
filmmaker Damian Kolody, the 
Ukrainian Holodomor survivor 
Mykola Latyshko, and the Ukrai- 
nian Bandurist Chorus, and wrote 
articles about freedom of the press 
in Ukraine as well as the country’s 
economy and business affairs. 
Stadnyk also prepared a radio report 
about the initiative of the Help Us 
Help the Children project of the 
Children of Chornobyl Canadian 
Fund to raise public awareness about 
the scourge of human trafficking. In 
2007 Stadnyk completed an intern- 
ship with the Associated Press in 
Belgium. After graduating in May 
2007, she moved to Ukraine, where 
she is now working as a journalist 
for the Kyiv Post. 

The Stephania Bubniuk Award in 
Journalism Studies was founded by 


CFUS President Olya Kuplowksa hands Alexandra Stadnyk her awards. 


the late Stephania Bubniuk, a well- 
known Ukrainian-Canadian journal- 
ist and community activist. The 
Olga Wirsta Award in Communica- 
tions, Journalism and Media Stud- 
ies was founded in memory of Olga 
Wirsta of Toronto. Both awards 
were established to encourage prom- 
ising students in journalism, com- 
munications, and media studies to 
pursue their goals and use their jour- 
nalistic skills to contribute to a bet- 
ter understanding of the Ukrainian 
diaspora, highlighting its communi- 


ties’ histories, members, and differ- 
ent aspects of their life experiences. 
Students in radio, television, and 
film journalism or in communica- 
tions and media studies are eligible 
to apply. The awards are adminis- 
tered by CFUS, and adjudication of 
the applications is made by the 
CFUS Awards Committee. 

CFUS is a non-profit charitable 
organization dedicated to securing 
funds and other resources that will 
promote the growth and development 
of Ukrainian studies in Canada. 


Yurtj Luhovy and Larysa Briukhovetska. 


Bereza Kartuzka 
premieres in Kyiv 


By Vasyl Pawlowsky 

The documentary film Bereza Kartuzka was recently premiered in Kyiv. 
The event was organized by Larysa Briukhovetska of the University of 
Kyiv Mohyla Academy (UKMA), sponsored by the Union of Film Direc- 
tors of Ukraine and held at Kino Kliub. Also invited were members of the 
Union of Writers of Ukraine, Memorial Society in Kyiv and other guests. 

Briukhovetska, editor-in-chief of the bi-monthly journal “Kino-Teatre”, 
opened the evening and presented filmmaker Yurij Luhovy of Montreal, 
the film’s producer, director and editor. He explained how the Canadian- 
made documentary was based on the testimonies of some of the last survi- 
vors of Bereza Kartuzka that were imprisoned at various stages from 1934 
to 1939, on historic documents and his travels to the site of the former 
prison. 

Attended by over 100, many were visibly moved at the end of the show- 
ing. Following the screening, many expressed how they knew nothing or 
very little about the historic experience of Western Ukraine in the 1930’s 
and how grateful they were that this film was made. They were impressed 
with the archival film footage and how the film portrayed developments 
in context of European events at the time. They were also surprised that a 
Ukrainian language version of the documentary was made in Canada by a 
Canadian filmmaker and compared this to the poor state of Ukrainian- 
language films currently in Ukraine. Answering many questions, Luhovy 
added that if there is a will and a belief that such documentaries should be 
made to recapture Ukraine’s painful history before it disappears, for fu- 
ture generations, there is nothing to stop filmmakers in Ukraine today to 
make similar films on a range of neglected topics. One viewer stated, 
“Bereza Kartuzka is not a documentary, it is a work of art” referring to the 
overall impression of the film and the interplay of narration, music and 
moving eye witness accounts. Narrator Bohdan Beniuk and music com- 
poser Roman Luhovy both of Kyiv, were both out of town and unable to 
be present. 

The documentary film Bereza Kartuzka will be included in a special 
film series project titled “XXth century Ukraine in Documentary Films” 
organized by The Centre of Cinematographic Studies at UKMA, to be 
shown throughout 2008. The purpose of the series, as stated by 
Briukhovestska is “to portray a panorama of events dealing with Ukraine’s 
tragic and dramatic history, and further discuss various aspects, informa- 
tion which was once forbidden in the former totalitarian regime”. 
Bereza Kartuzka is soon to be shown in Kharkiv in early June. 
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The Ukrainian Dnipro Ensemble 
of Edmonton 
has a vacancy for a rehearsal pianist. 
Good sight reading skills a must and preferably, experience at ac- 
companying a choir and following a conductor. Rehearsals are held 
every Monday evening from 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. at St. John’s Insti- 
tute - 11024 - 82 Ave. 


Interested persons should contact 
Luba Feduschak, President, at (780) 235 6480. 


Dnipro is in its 55" year, it is a mixed community 
chorus of approximately 50 voices. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


Position: Executive Director 
Organization: St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Institute 
Website: www.stjohnsinstitute.com 

Location: Edmonton, Alberta 


Job Purpose: 
The Executive Director is responsible for the successful 

leadership and management of the organization according to 
the strategic direction set by the Board of Directors. 


Description: 
St. John’s Institute seeks a visionary, dynamic and commit- 
ted member of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church with an 
entrepreneurial spirit. This individual should have broad- 
based non profit knowledge and possess proven skills in 
strategic plan implementation; operational planning and 
financial management; evaluation and reporting; program 
design; revenue generation; and partnership development. 


St. John’s Institute is a co-educational, non profit, post 
secondary, student residence that offers comfortable living 
facilities in a Ukrainian Orthodox environment. During 
summer months the organization also operates an accred- 
ited high school Ukrainian immersion program that focuses 
on Ukrainian language and culture as well as a church camp 
at Pigeon Lake, Alberta. 


For full job description, please visit http:// 

і insti Resumes and 
cover letters can be emailed to insti 
by June 15th, 2008. 


Employment Type: 
Salary: 


Full Time, Permanent 
$40,000 - $45,000 
Benefits Package 
Meals 


Start: August 17, 2008 


www.debtfree.ca 


Call Us About: 
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1-800-463-3328 
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FREE Consultation - Appointments Anytime 
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Rhythmic gymnastics judge 
Deriugina appeals 8-year ban 


Rhythmic gymnastics judge Irina Deriugina is fight- 
ing an eight-year ban imposed by the world governing 
body that would keep her from serving as a supervis- 
ing judge at the Beijing Olympics, reports The Associ- 
ated Press. 

The Ukrainian denies charges by the International 
Gymnastics Federation that she is responsible for " уагі- 
ous infringements” of its code of discipline. 

“Tt is an unbelievable story,” Deriugina told The As- 
sociated Press. “FIG did not present any facts regard- 
ing any of the infringements.” 

The governing body said in a statement May 22 it 
has created a three-person tribunal to begin consider- 
ing her case in the next 10 days. 

Neither Deriugina nor FIG officials would give de- 
tails of her alleged offences. 

However, official documents referred to parts of the 
FIG code relating to damaging the image of gymnas- 
tics; improperly influencing the result of a competi- 
tion; and behaving in an offensive way toward gym- 
nasts or officials. 

A panel led by FIG president Bruno Grandi sus- 
pended her last month from all official duties effective 
to the end of 2016. 

Deriugina is also trying to block the Switzerland- 
based governing body’s decision in a civil court case 
in Kyiv. 

“T will go two ways. I will do the appeal for the sport- 
ing way, and I will send documents to court in Ukraine,” 
she said. 

As a member of the technical commission for rhyth- 
mic gymnastics, Deriugina has helped teach and as- 
sess judges, and set the scoring standards for points to 
be awarded in competition. 

She was scheduled to serve on the superior jury in 
Beijing. That body is responsible for correcting poor 


judging decisions and dealing with disciplinary cases. 

FIG secretary-general Andre Gueisbuhler said 
Deriugina could yet be at Beijing for the Aug. 8-24 
Games as a working official. 

“Everything is possible. An appeal could reduce the 
sanction or suspend the sanction until a final decision,” 
he said. 

If Deriugina’s appeal fails, it would be the second 
time she has missed an Olympics through suspension. 
She was banned from judging for one year, and missed 
the 2000 Sydney Games, after she and five other offi- 
cials were found to have discriminated against Ukrai- 
nian competitor Elena Vitrichenko at the European 
championships in Zaragoza, Spain. 

Vitrichenko trained at a rival gym to Deriugina’s and 
was marked so lowly she would have failed to reach 
the Olympic qualifying standard. She was later awarded 
a place on the Ukraine team at Sydney by the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee. й 

Now 50, Deriugina was coached by her mother Albina 
and became the all-round world champion in 1977 and 
1979. They run a gymnastics school in Kyiv and coach 
current world champion Anna Bessonova and 1992 
Olympic all-round gold medallist Aleksandra 
Timoshenko. 

Deriugina said she would coach in Beijing regard- 
less of the outcome of her appeal. 

“The Ukrainian team which I am coaching is among 
the main gold medal contenders. I am sure that this in- 
cident will not influence their ... spirit and they will 
train even harder to bring the Olympic gold back to 
Ukraine.” 


Rout hands Shakhtar the title 


(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk 
have won their fourth Ukrainian title 
in style, beating neighbours FC 
Metalurh Donetsk 4-1 on the final 
day of the season, May 18. 

A point clear of eternal rivals FC 


them 3-0 up. 


4" 
ARTHUR WARING СА, CIRP 


Dynamo Kyiv going into the final 
match of the campaign, Mircea 
Lucescu’s side knew a win would 
be enough to claim the crown re- 
gardless of Dynamo’s result at FC 
Metalist Kharkhiv, and any nerves 
ЇЇ were well and truly settled by half- 
time as goals from Brazilians 
Jadson, Ilsinho and Fernandinho put 


Oleksandr Kosyrin pulled one 


back for Metalurh after the interval, 
but Konstantin Kravchenko restored 


Ukrainian marathoner 
shows how it’s done 


(Gannet Wisconsin Media)— William Sarem and Richard Kandie led 


Shakhtar’s three-goal advantage 
before full-time. Dynamo, mean- 
while, scraped a 2-2 draw at Metalist 
to finish three points adrift of the 
champions. 

They had earlier also lost to 
Shakhtar in the Ukraine Cup final. 

The double winners will kick of 
their 2008/09 UEFA Champions 
League campaign in the third quali- 
fying round, while runners-up Dy- 
namo will start in the second quali- 
fying round. 
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for most of the first 23 miles of the Cellcom Green Bay Marathon on May 
18, running side by side. 

It was Andrii Toptun’s show the rest of the way. 

Not only did the Ukrainian from Miami surprise the two Kenyan run- 
ners, he shocked almost everyone by coming out of nowhere to pass the 
two as the race turned off Broadway. 

Toptun, 27, blew past Sarem and cruised to the win in two hours, 22 
minutes, 51 seconds in the ninth annual event. 

Sarem, 23, never threatened after he was overtaken and finished sec- 
ond in 2:25:00. Kandie, 23, was third in 2:26:22. Both men are from 
Coon Rapids, Minn. 

“T knew about the 23rd mile that I was going to win,” Toptun said 
through an interpreter. “It was surprising. I didn’t know if I'd have enough 
time to pass the Kenyans. I thought, ‘Maybe. Maybe not.’ " 


Rower gets 2-year ban 


Ukrainian rower Iryna Iarosh has been banned for two years from all 
competition after failing a doping test, reports The Associated Press. 

Rowing’s world governing body FISA said May 19 that the 23-year-old 
larosh tested positive for "а number of (banned) substances” in out-of- 
competition samples taken by the World Anti-Doping Agency in Cairo, 
Egypt, last December. 

Jarosh said in a written statement she had been advised to take the banned 
medicines to recover from a respiratory disease, but did not tell her doctor 
or her coach. 

FISA’s anti-doping rules make it an athlete’s responsibility to ensure no 
prohibited substance enters their body. The ban applies from January 2008, 
when a provisional suspension was imposed. 

Iarosh narrowly missed winning a medal at the world under-23 champion- 
ships last year in Glasgow, Scotland, finishing fourth in the women’s pair 
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U.S. company banished from 
Ukraine’s offshore field 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The Ukrainian govern- 
ment has revoked the license to develop Black Sea oil 
and gas fields which was issued to Vanco 
Prykerchenska, a subsidiary of the US company Vanco 
Energy. Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko said that the 
agreements which were concluded with Vanco in 2007 
were not transparent, and she accused President Viktor 
Yushchenko of lobbying for Vanco’s interests. 
Yushchenko flatly denied the accusation and called on 
Tymoshenko to review her decision on Vanco. Mean- 
while, Vanco has threatened to sue the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment. 

Vanco Energy, which is based in Houston, Texas, used 
to extract hydrocarbons in the United States and the 
North Sea. In the mid-1990s, it moved to West Africa. 
In 2005 Vanco won a tender against such strong rivals 
as Shell and Exxon Mobil to prospect for oil and gas in 
the Black Sea’s Prykerchenska area, where the depos- 
its are estimated to contain hydrocarbons worth some 
$200 billion. A product-sharing agreement (PSA) was 
signed with the Ukrainian government in October 2007. 
The government of the then Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych issued a license to Vanco Prykerchenska, 
rather than Vanco Energy, which won the 2005 tender. 

The government used this circumstance as a formal 
reason to revoke the license. Environment Minister 
Heorhy Filipchuk told Zerkalo Nedeli that the tender 
conditions did not allow Vanco to pass its right to de- 
velop the deposits to Vanco Prykerchenska, which did 
not exist in 2005 when Vanco won the tender. 

Tymoshenko told a press conference in Kyiv on May 
12 that the ownership structure of Vanco Prykerchenska 
was not transparent. It was registered in the British Vir- 
gin Islands and legally belonged to four young Ukrai- 
nian students, according to Tymoshenko. She also said 
that Vanco Prykerchenska was in talks to sell its rights 
to develop the Black Sea field, and that Russia’s 
Gazprom could be the buyer. This, according to 
Tymoshenko, was a threat to Ukraine’s energy secu- 
rity. 

Tymoshenko is also unhappy about the conditions 
of the PSA with Vanco, according to which Ukraine is 
entitled to 35 percent of the hydrocarbons extracted in 
the Black Sea at the first stage of the project. 
Tymoshenko demands 65 percent. If Vanco did not 
agree, the best fields in the Black Sea should be taken 
from it and passed to the Naftohaz Ukrainy national 
oil and gas company, she said. ; 

Tymoshenko also accused Yushchenko of lobbying 
in Vanco’s favor. “Everything that happened was on 
the president’s orders and against Ukrainian national 


interests,” she said. “A corrupt scheme was launched 
with Viktor Yushchenko’s permission,” she added. 
Yushchenko flatly denied this, saying that the legal as- 
sessment of commercial deals was the prerogative of 
the law-enforcement agencies, rather than of the prime 
minister. On May 14 he called on the cabinet to review 
its decision on Vanco. Yushchenko’s aide Andry 
Honcharuk said that Tymoshenko should launch talks 
with Vanco in order to restore international trust in 
Ukraine’s investment climate. 

Vanco Energy Senior Vice President Jeffrey Mitchell 
said that an international arbitration procedure would 
be launched against the Ukrainian government at the 
Arbitration Institute of the Stockholm Chamber of 
Commerce, if no agreement with Tymoshenko was 
reached within 60 days. Speaking in Kyiv on May 15, 
he revealed that Vanco Energy had three partners in 
Vanco Prykerchenska: the Donetsk Fuel and Energy 
Company (DTEK); Shadowlight Investments Ltd, 
linked to Russian businessman Yevgeny Novitsky; and 
Integrum Technologies (Austria), whose owners he did 
not name. Mitchell said that JNR Eastern Investment, 
which represented the interests of the Rothschild fam- 
ily and was initially Vanco’s partner in the 
Prykerchenska project, had withdrawn from it before 
the PSA was concluded. 

Many Ukrainian observers have suggested that it was 
the participation of DTEK in Vanco Prykerchenska that 
prompted Tymoshenko to revoke the license. DTEK 
CEO Maksym Tymchenko said\that DTEK was invited 
to join the project in 2006. DTEK is linked to the Sys- 
tem Capital Management company of billionaire Rinat 
Akhmetov, who is one of the leaders of the opposition 
Party of Regions. Akhmetov opposed the Orange Revo- 
lution, which brought Yushchenko and Tymoshenko to 
power in 2005. Tymoshenko has accused him of in- 
volvement in several non-transparent privatization deals 
before and after 2005. Akhmetov denied the accusa- 
tions, and implied that Tymoshenko was biased against 
him. 

Tymoshenko complained that Yushchenko’s team put 
pressure on her at a meeting of the National Security 
and Defense Council on May 16, demanding that she 
return the license to Vanco Prykerchenska. She said 
she would not obey the Council. Commentator 
Volodymyr Fesenko of the Kyiv-based Penta think-tank 
opined in a conversation with Kommersant Ukraine that 
Tymoshenko would not restore Vanco’s license because 
this was an issue between her and Yushchenko. 


Tymoshenko postpones Odesa Portside sale 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s government, at an emergency meeting 
May 19, postponed indefinitely the privatization of 
Odesa Portside Plant, a lucrative exporter of fertiliz- 
ers, easing tensions with President Viktor Yushchenko. 

The move comes days after law enforcement agen- 
cies controlled by the president launched a criminal 
investigation against the key Tymoshenko allies who 
have been spearheading the sell-off effort. 

“The privatization has been postponed indefinitely,” 
Justice Minister Mykola Onyshchuk said after the meet- 
ing. 

The decision to postpone the privatization, which al- 
lows Tymoshenko to avoid the immediate escalation 
of tensions with Yushchenko, is seen as a major set- 
back for the prime minister. 

It also suggests that Tymoshenko, who badly needs 
cash to fund her populist depositor bailout campaign, 
will probably resort to borrowing money intermation- 
ally through an issue of debt. 

Tymoshenko apparently decided to avoid the con- 
frontation with Yushchenko after the Prosecutor 
General’s Office had launched the investigation against 
Andriy Portnoy, a person Tymoshenko claims has been 
managing the privatization. 


Government cancels 


grain export restrictions 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The government of Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko, under pressure from President 
Viktor Yushchenko, on May 21 finally canceled the 
restrictions on grain exports that had been in place for 
the past 18 months. Tymoshenko explained the move 
by an “optimistic” forecast for Ukraine’s grain output 
later this year, suggesting there will be enough grain 
for domestic consumption. 


Valentyna Semeniuk, the person who Yushchenko in- 
sists has been in charge of the privatization agency, 
has been interviewed by prosecutors over the past three 
days as a witness in the case against Portnov. 

Рогіпоу is alleged of taking illegal actions, includ- 
ing the destruction of a print-run of an official newspa- 
per that has been carrying Semeniuk’s announcement 
canceling the privatization of Odesa Portside Plant. 

“We have created a mobile investigating team that 
includes experienced agents of the Prosecutor General 
Office and SBU [security service],” Oleksandr 
Medvedko, the prosecutor general, told Yushchenko on 
May 19. “We started the investigation.” 

Following the news of the investigation, Tymoshenko 
also unlocked state financing of Semeniuk’s State Prop- 
erty Fund, allowing the staff to collect their pay for the 
first time since middle of April. 

Tymoshenko planned to sell Odesa Portside Plant for 
at least 5 billion hryvnias, or $1 billion, on May20 as 
her government desperately needs cash to continue the 
depositor bailout campaign. 

The campaign calls for payments of 20 billion 
hryvnias this year, including at least 6 billion hryvnias 
in cash. 

Tymoshenko pledged to redeem all of the deposits, 
estimated at 120 billion hryvnias, before the end of 
2009, just ahead of the next presidential election. 

Oleksandr Morozov, a former head of Oshchadbank, 
the state savings bank, warmed last year the campaign 
would boost consumer inflation in Ukraine to a dan- 
gerous level of 40% per year. Ukraine has been enjoy- 
ing an average inflation of just more than 10% over the 
past several years. 

But four months into the campaign, Ukraine’s infla- 
tion, also helped by soaring prices of energy and food, 
rose to more than 30% between April and April 2007, 
providing the biggest threat for the economy, analysts 
said. 


15 


Kyiv summit seals 
Caspian energy project 


By Bruce Pannier 

(RFE/RL)—Seven former Soviet-bloc countries, seeking to lessen de- 
pendence on Moscow’s energy supplies and transport routes, have agreed 
to launch a joint project aimed at bypassing Russian territory to bring 
Caspian oil to European markets. 

A joint declaration on creating a “Caspian energy space” was signed in 
Kyiy at the end of a two-day summit attended by seven presidents, includ- 
ing Georgia’s Mikheil Saakashvili and [ham Aliyev of oil-rich Azerbaijan. 
Atits heart lies a bid by Ukraine to become a transport corridor for Caspian 
oil to Europe — challenging Moscow’s traditional domination of energy 
in the region. 

“Tm certain that [the agreement’s] implementation will give impetus to 
the development of joint energy projects and the improvement of techni- 
cal capabilities for the production, transit, and supply of [energy] resources 
from the countries of the Caspian and other regions to European mar- 
kets,” Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko, the summit’s host, said in 
Kyiv on May 23. 

Also attending were the presidents of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and 
Poland, EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs, and officials from 30 
other countries, the United Nations, Organization for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe, World Bank, and European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development. 

Speaking at the summit, Yushchenko warned that Europe could one day 
fall victim to Russian “energy blackmail” if it fails to stem dependence on 
Moscow for the supply and delivery of gas and oil. The Ukrainian leader 
was echoed by Saakashvili, who said Moscow’s support for pro-Russian 
separatists in the Georgian breakaway region of Abkhazia threatens the 
security of energy supplies in the Caucasus. 

Much of the summit focused on Kyiv’s plans to use an existing 670- 
kilometer-long Ukrainian pipeline to pump Azerbaijani and Kazakh oil 
from the Black Sea port of Odesa to the town of Brody, near the Polish 
border. Russia currently pumps its oil via the pipeline to Europe. Kyiv’s 
plans call for extending the tract through Poland to Gdansk, on the Baltic 
Sea. 

Ukraine would benefit from an Odesa-Brody-Gdansk pipeline by gain- 
ing supplies of oil and transit fees. Yushchenko is also promoting oil re- 
fineries in his country to be located along the pipeline route. The pipeline 
would also help EU customers and Ukraine lessen dependence on Rus- 
sian energy while drawing Kyiv closer to the EU. 

“We are confident that European Union countries should have the shortest 
and most economical access to Caspian oil,’ Yushchenko said. “When the 
Odesa-Brody project was completed in Ukraine in 2000, we intended from 
the very beginning for this project to be an integral part of the European 
energy market. It is the most economical way to deliver Caspian oil to EU 
countries.” 

For the plan to work, the oil — destined for Czech, German, and Ukrai- 
nian refineries — would need to be shipped to Odesa from Georgia. 
Saakashvili, speaking at the summit, cast Tbilisi as a reliable energy part- 
ner for the West, saying his nation is building infrastructure to move 
Caspian energy to Europe. 

“A new oil terminal was opened in Georgia recently with the participa- 
tion of Azerbaijan,” Saakashvili said. “This is an excellent example of 
Azerbaijani-Georgian cooperation. We have three oil-transit routes now: 
Supsa, Batumi, and Kulevi. And we’re building a railroad that connects 
Azerbaijan, Central Asia, Georgia, and Turkey with the rest of Europe, 
and that will be completed within the next two or three years.” 

Azerbaijan’s Aliyev said Baku is also keen to move forward on ship- 
ping oil to the Odesa-Brody pipeline. “Azerbaijani oil is delivered to the 
Black Sea basin now, and it can be used to fill the Odesa-Brody pipeline,” 
he said. “But we’re talking about a broader format of cooperation, includ- 
ing refining, distribution, and gaining access for [Azerbaijani] oil to the 
Ukrainian market and possibly its neighboring countries.” 

Yushchenko and Aliyev are due to meet again in November, shortly 
after a joint working group from the two countries is expected to deliver 
its first report on the possibilities of pumping Caspian oil into the pipe- 
line. 

Kazakhstan, which Yushchenko would also like to include in the project, 
has expressed interest as well. But Kazakh Deputy Energy Minister Lyazzat 
Kiinov told reporters at the summit that there are some “difficult ques- 
tions” about the pipeline that still need to be answered, including shipping 
oil from Kazakh to Azerbaijani ports, and then from Georgia to Ukraine. 

The EU appears likely to give the project a boost at a summit next month. 
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk said that Warsaw and other new EU 
members would seek a deal at the gathering to increase cooperation with 
Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan — all former So- 
viet republics where Russia is seeking to reassert its influence. 

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service contributed to this report 
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ФОТО — МАРКО ЛЕВИЦЬКИЙ 
Учасники Зустрічі 2008 зібралися на збірню фотографію після Архиєрейської Божественної літургії в 
Катедрі св. Иосафата 28 травня. 


Другий З'їзд духовенства 
УГКЦ в Канаді 


(Канцелярія Едмонтонської Єпархії УГКЦ)--26 
травня з цілої Канади з'їхалося до Едмонтону понад 
160 священиків, дияконів, сестер, монахів та дружин 
священиків на свою другу духову конференцію 
"Зустріч 2008" (Encounter 2008). Духовенство мало 
щастя привітати Батька i Голову УГКЦ Патріарха 
Любомира Гузара, що разом з Постійним синодом 
УГКЦ та всіми єпархіяльними єпископами Канади 
прибули до Едмонтону. 

Тема зустрічі це катехизація парафіяльної спіль- 
ноти: розуміння духового світосприймання, куль- 
турна та релігійна спадщина, наші особливості у 
довколішньому світі та можливості все більшої 
співпраці у ширенні Божого слова між нашими 
співгромадянами. Тому ця зустріч проходить під 
гаслом: "Місія нашої Церкви: сприймати та nepe— 
давати - катехизація, як засіб євангелізації". 

Зустріч проходила до 28 травня. Перша така 
зустріч відбулась у Вінніпезі у травні 2005 р. Єпис-- 
копат УГКЦ в Канаді докладає всіх зусиль, щоб всі 
єпархії Канади гармонійно могли співдіяти на добро 
наших Вірних. Хоча за плечима Церкви вже понад 
110 років досвіду в Канаді, однак відчуття одної 
духової родини це спільний фактор у нашій 
співпраці. 

У присутності Патріарха Любомира, єпископів та 
всіх учасників розпочато Зустріч молебнем. Приві- 
тання учасникам в імені Преосвященного Кир Да- 
вида, Едмонтонського Єпарха, передав канцлер о. 
Михайло Ковальчик та у своїм слові висловив NO— 


дяку Богові за всі благословення нашого Божого 
люду в Канаді. Також в імені всіх канцлерів УГКЦ 
Канади о. Ковальчик подякував усім присутнім за 
їхнє дбайливе наставлення і заявив, що найкращим 
доказом живочості та єдиномислія УГКЦ являється 
ця Богом дана одність Церкви, що об'єднювала i 
об'єднює нас в цей радісний час. 

Вітав присутніх Митрополит Лаврентій Гуцуляк, 
який втішений, що ця зустріч повна змісту та мі- 
сійного наставлення. Церква в нинішній час потре 
бує окремо зосередити всі свої зусилля, щоб нове 
покоління та заразом і дорослі члени могли жити 
повним життям Церкви. 

Конференція мала 10 доповідачів, що з різних 
боків будуть підходили до питань розвитку релігій - 
ного життя та самого росту віри у вірних. 

У вівторок 27 травня на гостині взяли участь всі 
учасники та йредставники наших прицерковних 
організацій i саме при цій рідкісній нагоді ми 
складемо наші побажання Патріархові Любомирові 
з його трудолюбивим 75-літтям уродин та золотим 
ювілеєм священнослужіння. 

В останній день зустрічі служилася Архиєрейська 
Божественна літургія при участі більше як сто 
єпископів, священиків та дияконів у катедральному 
соборі св. свщм. Йосафата. Відправа завершилася 
посвяченням пам'ятника з бронзу св. пам. Бла- 
женного Никити Будка, першого українського 
католицького єпископа в Канаді. 


Ukrainian Catholic University 
2008 Summer Programs 


Experience an unforgettable summer! Application deadline: June 1, 2008 


Sacred Music Summer School 


May 2 — 11, 2008 
* open to church conductors, cantors, singers, 
and those involved in post-secondary training 
of church musicians 

North American applicants should contact 
Roman Hurko at: rhurko@hotmail.com 


Ukrainian Language Summer School 


June 20 - August 1, 2008 

* Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels 
« Programs divided into 3 or 6-week study 
periods (eligible for University credit) 

3 & 6 week sessions beginning June 20 

3 week session beginning July 13 


Summer School of icon Painting 


July 8 - 26, 2008 

+ Available іп both Ukrainian and English 
* No previous experience is required 
www.ucu.edu.ua/ipss 


UCU SCHOOL OF UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
vul. Svientsitskoho 17, Lviv 79011 Ukraine 


Е: ukrainiansummer@ucu.edu.ua Т: (38 032) 240-9940 F: (38 032) 240-9950 
With support from the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation www.ucef.ca 


ФОТО — МАРКО ЛЕВИЦЬКИЙ 
Блаженіший Патріарх Любомир молиться перед пам'ятником св. 
пам. Блаженного Никити Будка, першого українс ького католицького 
єпископа в Канаді. Біля нього стоять Едмонтонський Єпарх, 
Преосвященний Кир Давид Мотюк, та Преосвященний Кир Михайло 
Бздель, Митрополит Емерітус Канади. 


